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The 2018-2019 school was a turbulent year overall with finding an Interim Principal, declining 
enrollment, financial deficits at the school and parish levels, and the faculties of the Pastor being 
removed by the Archdiocese and being assigned a Parochial Administrator.  However, through it all, 
the children’s educational programming remained steady and strong.  The SJB school staff did an 
amazing job in staying positive amidst the, often times, negative news. 
 
The School Strategic Plan was not in compliance from the MNSAA visit in 2017.  It needed to be 
re-submitted due to some of the goals and action steps not having a realistic time frame.  The Interim 
Principal and the School Advisory Committee (SAC)  reviewed and re-submitted the plan mid way 
through the year.  Due to the limited on-site time for the Interim Principal and the other challenges this 
year, the School Strategic Plan was not referenced much nor followed through to any degree.  The 
plan is for the new Principal to work on this with the SAC and school staff and submit a revised, 
realistic School Strategic Plan to MNSAA in the Fall. 
 
This was the first year for being a PreK-Grade 4 school.  The decision to move to this model based 
on enrollment and finances in July 2018 turned out better than expected, other than a small group of 
parents being disappointed that the school would not be offering Grades 5 (or 6) for the foreseeable 
future.  Enrollment for K-4 next year is steady at 56 students.  Preschool numbers are down from last 
year with 19 students in the 4-year old program and four students in the 3-year old program.  
 
Moving forward, next year, Grades 3 and 4 will be combined and will use a co-teaching model.  The 
school will be implementing a new Religion curriculum resource (just an updated version of what is 
currently being used) and English Language Arts (Reading, Writing, Spelling, etc.) will be restructured 
and new resources will be used.  The school will be going to a Reader’s/Writer’s Workshop Model 
along with a schedule that will allow learners to take advantage of flexible grouping according to 
reading levels and learning needs.  Professional development in best practices for teaching methods 
and classroom management will also be a priority.  Additionally the Math curriculum resources will be 
reviewed for updating. 
 
This year SJB had a building goal for reading:   “At least 60% of students will achieve or exceed their 
growth goal on the NWEA MAPS Reading Assessment”.  The staff and students reached that goal 
with 64% of the students reaching their Growth Goal!  Also when compared to the NWEA National 
Norms, SJB was at or above in nearly every area at all grade levels. 
 



Grade Norm RIT 
Values 

SJB RIT 
Score 

Norm RIT 
Value 

SJB RIT 
Score 

Norm RIT 
Value 

SJB RIT 
Score 

 Math Math Reading Reading Language Language 

K 159.1 168.7 158.1 165.4 --- --- 

1st 180.8 187.8 177.5 181.7 --- --- 

2nd 192.1 202.6* 188.7 188 --- --- 

3rd 203.4 202.6 198.6 200 200 198.1 

4th 213.5 223.7 205.9 211.4 206.7 211.1 

 
In conclusion, the financials for the parish and the school will continue to be a challenge for St. John 
the Baptist Catholic School and the parish.  An anonymous person gifted $50K in May and CSCOE 
also granted the school $50K for two years in order to move things along toward a more solid future. 
However, the stipulation which was put forth by the parish/finance council in early April of needing 
$100K a year for three years in order to remain solvent has not yet been figured out.  The projected 
budget for the school is a deficit of $135,000 for 2019-2020 school year.  For more information on the 
financials, stakeholders can consult the Archdiocese ASR Reports, past reports done by Catholic 
Finance Corporation, or contact the Parish Business Administrator. 
 
In a recent Parent Survey these positives are especially encouraging and noteworthy. 
84% agree or strongly agree that their child feels supported by his/her teacher,  
94% agree or strongly agree that their child has positive things to say about their school experience 
97% agree or strongly agree that their child likes coming to school 
100% think their child's relationship with Jesus has been positively affected by their school. 
94% agree or strongly agree that St. John the Baptist school prepares their child for his/her next 
academic year 


