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Principal’s Corner
Our first quarter of the 2019-2020 school year is now 
behind us, and our teachers and students are moving 
full-steam ahead.  I was able to spend quite a bit of 
time in each classroom last week.

I am happy to share with you some of the fantastic 
learning experiences that I noticed:

● Students asking questions that go beyond just 
recalling information.

● Students collaborating with their classmates to 
achieve a common goal.

● Teachers differentiating their instruction and 
formative assessments to meet the needs of all 
students, regardless of learning level.

● Students who are able to express their 
understanding of our faith at a deeper level.

I hope this knowledge of what is happening in our 
classrooms on a daily basis strengthens your 
commitment to Catholic education.  I know it reassures 
me that St. John the Baptist Catholic School is living 
its mission to inspire and empower all learners to 
become the best Christ-centered version of 
themselves.

Blessings,
Dawn Biren

November 14, 2019

Special Dates to Note

November 14 - K-4 Report Cards sent home

November 15 - Hot Lunch

November 18 - No School, Staff Development

November 19 - HSA Meeting, 6pm at school

November 20 - Mass at 9am (Pre-K attends)

November 27-29 - No School, Thanksgiving Break

December 7 - St. Nick’s Workshop from 9-11am

Christmas Program
Our annual Christmas Program will be on Monday, 
December 16 at 2pm and 6pm.  Please note the 
earlier start time of our evening performance.

Please join us on Saturday, December 7 from 9-11am 
for our St. Nick’s Workshop event at school.  This is 
open to all children in our school and our greater 
community.  Please invite your family and friends to 
join us!

Both Santa and St. Nicholas will be here for photos, 
children will be able to make a Christmas ornament, 
and we will have Christmas cookies to decorate.  We 
look forward to seeing you there!

Reading at Home for Success
Attached to this week’s Blue Folder email is a letter 
from our Reading Specialist Teacher, Renee Kostner.  
Mrs. Kostner has pulled together reading resources for 
parents to use at home with their children.

With the holidays nearly upon us, it is a great time to 
remember to continue reading at home over holiday 
breaks.  Just as with summer vacation, school year 
vacations are a time where students need to practice 
those crucial reading skills.  Should you have any 
questions, please contact Mrs. Kostner directly at 
rkostner@sjb-school.org.



Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Snowmobile Raffle Update
We have sold 190 of the 250 tickets in 
just three weeks!  If you would like to 
purchase a ticket, or know someone 
who does, tickets are available at the 
school office, VPM in Vermillion, and the 
Vermillion Elevator.

The drawing will be on Saturday, 
December 7 at 11am at school.

LEGO League 2019
We are just one week away from our LEGO League 
expo at Prior Lake High School. Our teams will show 
off their Boomtown Buildings to over 20 other LEGO 
League teams and experts on November 23. 

To prepare for the expo, students have been finishing 
their buildings, perfecting LEGO programming, 
creating posters to display their work and practicing for 
their presentations. Both of our teams, Team Creative 
and Vermillion Robot Crane Machines, had to choose 
at least one challenge to solve with their building. They 
both choose to make their building accessible by 
creating an automatic door that opens with a motion 
sensor. During the next week, they will continue to test 
and improve their LEGO builds before the expo. 

During our January 10, 2020 Family Night and 
Catholic United Raffle Kickoff, our LEGO League 
teams will demonstrate their creations. Mark your 
calendars to join us for this exciting STEM opportunity!
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