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Principal’s Corner
This is our last school newsletter before the 
Thanksgiving break next week.  Please note that we 
are off Wednesday-Friday next week (Nov. 27-29.)

Yesterday the Pre-K students joined us for our school 
“Thanksgiving” mass.  This is the second time they 
were at mass with this school year.  The Pre-K 
students have been very respectful at mass.  In 
addition, it is truly a blessing to be sharing this faith 
filled time with our youngest students.

This past Monday, our teachers spent time with an 
NWEA trainer going through the fall testing results.  
We are focusing our efforts in improving our reading 
scores this year.  This effort began last spring when 
the decision was made to move to a Reader’s/Writer’s 
workshop model in our K-4 classrooms.  We continued 
this effort by bringing a Reading Specialist on staff for 
this school year.  Now, the teachers are creating 
lesson plans that are tailored to fit the individual needs 
of all students in their classrooms.

In addition, the teachers also toured the STEM Lab at 
another Catholic school.  Now the fun begins!  Over 
the next six weeks, we will be organizing our new 
STEM Lab to have it ready for January.  We will have 
an SJB STEM Open House night on January 10, 2020.  
Watch future newsletters for more information.

Blessings,
Dawn Biren

November 21, 2019

Special Dates to Note
November 27-29 - No School, Thanksgiving Break

December 7 - St. Nick’s Workshop from 9-11am

December 9 - Mass at 2pm, no Wednesday Mass

December 16 - Christmas Program at 2pm & 6pm

December 20 - Caroling at 2pm

December 21 - January 5 - Christmas Break

St. John’s School Christmas Program
Our annual Christmas Program will be on Monday, 
December 16 at 2pm and 6pm.  All are invited to 
join us at either show.

Please join us on Saturday, December 7 from 9-11am 
for our St. Nick’s Workshop event at school.  This is 
open to all children in our school and our greater 
community.  Please invite your family and friends to 
join us!

We are in need of parent volunteers to help at this 
event.  Please contact Deb at office@sjb-school.org if 
you can help that day.

Eagerly Awaiting St. Nicholas’s Arrival
As we draw nearer to Christmas, our students are 
awaiting the arrival of St. Nicholas the evening of 
December 5th into the 6th.  The link below provides 
more information, as well as fun activities, to celebrate 
St. Nicholas.

Just Who Was St. Nicholas?

mailto:office@sjb-school.org
https://kidskonnect.com/religion/saint-nicholas-day/


Christmas Toy Drive
Our Home and School Association is once again 
collecting new toys for children in need.  You may 
bring your donations to school from now through 
December 12.  

They are collecting toys for children of all ages: infant 
through teenagers.  For more information, contact 
Whitney LaCoursiere at wclacoursiere@gmail.com.

Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Snowmobile Raffle Update
We are down to the last 50 tickets for the 
snowmobile!  If you would like to purchase a ticket, 
or know someone who does, tickets are available at 
the VPM in Vermillion.

The drawing will be on Saturday, December 7 
at 11am at school.

Christmas Season Activities at SJB
We are already preparing for the birth of baby Jesus 
here at SJB.  Our music teacher, Mrs. Aslesen, and 
our students have been practicing for our Christmas 
Program on Monday, December 16 at 2pm and 6pm. 
This day will be an out of uniform day for all students.  
They are encouraged to wear their “Christmas Best” 
clothing.

This year our school has the opportunity to participate 
in the Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
poster contest.  This is an optional activity for students.  
A permission slip from the Knights came home this 
week.  The completed form and poster are due to the 
school office by Monday, December 2.

New this year, we are gathering as a school to create 
beautiful holiday decorations for our building.  On 
Monday, December 2 at 9:30am, all Pre-K through 4th 
graders will spend time together making decorations to 
adorn the halls at our school.  We are looking for a few 
parent volunteers to help with activity.  If you are 
available, please contact Deb at 
office@sjb-school.org.

Our Christmas Caroling tradition will continue on 
Friday, December 20 at 2pm.  There will not be 
permission slips for this event, as permission for 
in-town activities was given on your registration form.  
We will ask for parent chaperones when we are closer 
to this date.

Storm Creek Warehouse Sale 
Fundraiser
Once again this year, our school was invited to  
participate in the Storm Creek Warehouse Sale 
Fundraiser.  We have the opportunity to earn 10% 
back on purchases made during the sale.  Attached to 
this week’s newsletter is a coupon that must be 
presented at checkout in order to receive the discount 
and money back to our school.  

The sale will be in Hastings the weekend after 
Thanksgiving on November 29-30.
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