
Veterans’ Day Program
We have a very special program planned to honor 
Veterans’ on Monday, November 11 at 2:30pm.  If you 
have not already done so, please return your stars 
with names of Veterans’ that you would like us to 
remember on this day.  In addition, if you have a 
Veteran who 
will be joining 
us for this 
program, 
please let the 
office know.
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Principal’s Corner
As we begin our third month of school, we are 
solidifying our Strategic Plan objectives for this school 
year.  You may or may not be aware, but our school is 
accredited every seven years through the Minnesota 
Nonpublic Schools Accrediting Association (MNSAA).  
We are currently in the third year of our seven year 
accreditation cycle.  At this point in the process, SAC, 
along with myself and Fr. Tix, looked at our Strategic 
Plan that was developed in 2017.  As a group, we 
decided what if anything should be changed to fit our 
current needs.  Then we devised a plan for this school 
year.  Please see the special article in this newsletter 
for details on the areas of focus for this school year.  

In a few weeks, our students will have the day off from 
school on Monday, November 18.  On that day, our 
teachers will spend time with a trainer from Tierney 
looking at our NWEA Reading Test scores and 
developing lessons plans to meet the individual needs 
of our students.

In addition that day, we have been invited to visit the 
STEM Lab at St. Wenceslaus School.  This visit will 
give our staff the opportunity to see an already 
established STEM Lab as we continue to make plans 
for our STEM Lab.  It is our intent to open the lab to 
our students when we return from Christmas break.  
We are getting very excited!

Please note, I will be out of school on 
Monday-Wednesday next week (Nov. 11-13) helping 
with the accreditation at Holy Spirit in St. Paul.

Blessings,
Dawn Biren

November 7, 2019

Special Dates to Note

November 11 - Veterans’ Day Program at 2:30pm

November 13 - Mass at 9am 

November 14 - K-4 Report Cards sent home

November 15 - Hot Lunch

November 18 - No School, Staff Development

November 19 - HSA Meeting, 6pm at school

November 20 - Mass at 9am (Pre-K attends)

November 27-29 - No School, Thanksgiving Break

BASE and Mornings
As a reminder, students may begin arriving at school 
at 8:30am and must be in their classrooms ready to 
start the day by 8:55am.

Students who arrive before 8:30am will need to go to 
BASE.  A supervising teacher is not available in the 
hallway until 8:30am.  The cost for morning BASE care 
is $7 per student, and your TADS account will be billed 
at the end of the month accordingly.

Christmas Program Update
Our annual Christmas Program will be on Monday, 
December 16 at 2pm and 6pm.  Please note the 
earlier start times of the performances.



Storm Creek Fundraiser Sale
Don’t forget, the Storm Creek fundraiser sale is on 
Thanksgiving weekend at their Hastings location.  The 
St. John the Baptist $10 off coupon is attached to this 
newsletter.

Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Please join us on Saturday, December 7 from 9-11am 
for our St. Nick’s Workshop event at school.  This is 
open to all children in our school and our greater 
community.  Please invite your family and friends to 
join us.

Both Santa and St. Nicholas will be here for photos, 
children will be able to make a Christmas ornament, 
and we will have Christmas cookies to decorate.  We 
look forward to seeing you there!

Strategic Plan 2019-2020
When our school was accredited in 2017, part of that 
process was the development of a Strategic Plan.  
Each year we work on the objectives that are noted on 
the plan, and we also edit the plan based on the 
current needs of the school community.

For this school year, we will focus on the following 
areas:

● Curriculum Review Cycle- we have updated 
the curriculum review cycle to best meet the 
needs of our students.  This year we 
implemented new Reading and Writing 
curriculum.  In January we will begin looking at 
new Math curriculum to start in 2020-2021.

● Marketing & Enrollment Plan- This summer 
we submitted a marketing & enrollment plan to 
CSCOE for approval, and we received $9,600 
in funding.  Events like movie night, St. Nick’s 
Workshop, and a new school marketing video 
are just some of the initiatives in this plan.

● SAC Objectives- We added Development & 
Advancement and Policy & Planning as 
standing agenda items.  This group will focus 
on future planning initiatives in these areas.

Give to the Max
Did you know that St. John the Baptist Catholic School 
participates in Give to the Max?  Our page is live and 
ready for donations.  Simply click the link below to 
access our page to donate.  
Also, make sure to share this 
link with your family and 
friends.  Last year we raised 
almost $2,700!
SJB Give to the Max

Snowmobile Raffle Update
We have sold 120 of the 250 tickets in 
just two short weeks!  If you would like to 
purchase a ticket, or know someone who 
does, tickets are available at the school 
office, VPM in Vermillion, and the 
Vermillion Elevator.

The drawing will be held on 
Saturday, December 7 at 11am at school.

Virtus Training Session
There will be a daytime in-person training session 
hosted at St. Joseph in Red Wing on Monday, 
November 25 at 2pm.  

As a reminder, in order to volunteer at our school, you 
must complete the Essential 3.  This includes the 
in-person training session, Code of Conduct, and 123B 
Form.  If you need to begin the Virtus process to 
volunteer, please contact our Safe Environment 
Coordinator, Deb Sauer, at office@sjb-school.org.

https://www.givemn.org/organization/St-John-The-Baptist-Catholic-Church-And-School



