
Chili Cook-Off
Our HSA will host a Chili Cook-Off on Friday, January 
10 during our STEM Night and Raffle Kick-Off.

Please see the flyer attached to 
last week’s email for information 
on how to register to participate.  
All school families are invited to 
join us for a free chili dinner.

Christmas Toy Drive
Thank you to everyone who donated to our annual Toy 
Drive.  As a school, we brought in 58 toys that will be 
given to children this Christmas.  Your generosity is 
very much appreciated!
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Principal’s Corner
We are nearing Christmas Day...you can feel the 
excitement in the school!  Thank you to everyone who 
joined us at our Christmas Program on Monday.  I 
hope you enjoyed it as much as the students enjoyed 
showing you their musical talents to celebrate the 
season!

Our last Advent Prayer Services is tomorrow at 3pm, 
after we finish caroling.  Our 2nd graders will lead our 
final prayer service.  As a reminder, all parent 
chaperones for caroling should be here by 1:40pm.  

Fr. Tix and I wish you and your family a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  See you in 2020!

Blessings,
Dawn Biren

December 19, 2019

Special Dates to Note

December 20 - Caroling at 1:45pm, Advent Prayer 
Service to follow

December 21 - January 5 - Christmas Break

January 10 - Class Christmas Parties, Kick-off to 
Catholic Schools Raffle, Chili Cook-off & STEM Night, 
Science Fair Kick-off Night

January 13 - Pre-K and K Open House from 5-7pm

January 17 & 20 - No School, Teacher In-Service and 
MLK Day

January 26 - Catholic Schools Week Mass at 10am

January 27-31 - Catholic Schools Week, details will 
be sent home after break

Enrollment for 2020-2021
It is that time of year again!  When we return from 
break, enrollment information will be sent home to all 
current families in the January 9 Blue Folder.  All 
families will enroll online through their TADS account 
this year.

Please watch the Blue Folder that week for your 
family’s enrollment information.

 

Christmas Program DVD
If you would like a free DVD copy of the Christmas 
Program, please contact the school office to place 
your order.
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Reading Goals Over Break
We have all heard of the “summer slide.”  This can 
also happen when we have an extended break from 
school.  While we all need a respite from homework, 
there are still many opportunities to read over break 
without always having to open an book.

Here’s the plan....attached to this week’s newsletter 
is a goal tracking sheet.  One is also being sent 
home with each Pre-K through 4th grade student.  
Every time your child completes one of the goals on 
the sheet, they should make a tally mark.  Each 
student who completes at least three tally marks in 
each goal will earn a ticket to a “Cocoa and Read” 
party with Mrs. Biren when we get back from break.

After tracking the 
tallies over break, you 
and your child will 
need to sign the sheet, 
showing that they 
completed the 
listed goals.  
Then, simply return the 
sheet to school by 
January 7!

Digital Marketing Campaign
You will start seeing SJB banner ads on the internet 
for the next three months.  This year we are launching 
a digital marketing campaign to help our larger 
community know everything that our school has to 
offer!  This new marketing effort is made possible by a 
grant from CSCOE.

As we near the next enrollment cycle, please 
remember that your voice is still our number one 
marketing tool.  If you know someone who is 
interested in our school, please invite them to our 
Open House on January 13 from 5-7pm, or they may 
also contact the school to schedule an individual tour.

What is STEM Education?
STEM is a buzzword that has been around for a 
number of years now.  We have been talking about our 
new STEM Lab, and you are probably wondering, 
what does this mean for my child as a learner?

It is true that STEM stands for 
Science-Technology-Engineering-Math, but that is not 
really an all-encompassing name for what your child 
will be a part of at St. John the Baptist.  STEM is more 
than these four subject areas, it truly is a way of 
“learning and thinking.”  

Through the engineering process, your child will:
● Ask: Find out more about the problem
● Imagine: Think big!
● Plan: Think ahead about the steps needed
● Create: Follow their plan & make a model
● Improve: Look at their model & make it better
● Communicate: Get feedback & talk to others

Building 21st Century skills with the 4 C’s...as a part of 
STEM education, your child will practice the skills of:

● Communication: Listening to others, 
discussing ideas, evaluating what they think

● Critical Thinking: Ask What if? and Why not? 
questions, solve problems, analyze and 
compare

● Creativity: Brainstorm ideas and consider 
another’s suggestions

● Collaboration: Work in a team, be flexible, 
be a leader and a follower

We invite you to join us on Friday, January 10 from 
5-7pm to tour our STEM Lab and see all that this 
framework of education will provide for your child.

A STEM infused education will provide a strong 
foundation for your child’s bright future!

Financial Aid for 2020-2021
A quick reminder that the application process for 
both TADS (K-4) and Schulze Family Foundation 
(Pre-K) financial aid is currently open.  Please see 
the December 5 newsletter for more details.

Financial Aid at SJB

https://sjb-school.org/admissions-financial-aid-processes/
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Student Illness and Staying Healthy
It seems that the cold and flu season is hitting our students harder and earlier this year.  With that, we would like 
to remind you of our school policy regarding student illness, and provide you with some tips for staying healthy 
during the winter months.

Absence Due to Illness (Parent/Student Handbook Policy)
A student cannot return to school unless they are fever-free without fever-relieving medication and without 
vomiting and diarrhea for 24 hours. If your child has been placed on antibiotics for an infection, they must have 
been on them for 24 hours before they returning to school. If a child has a rash of unknown origin, a note from a 
health care provider must be provided for their return to school. 

Please Note: This criteria also pertains to after-school or weekend events sponsored by St. John the Baptist 
Catholic School.  If a student misses a day of school due to illness, they will be unable to attend a school 
sponsored event, even if they are feeling better.  This is a Hastings district-wide policy.  It is very important that we 
try to stop the spread of illness in our building.  While it may be disappointing to miss a fun event or activity at 
school, the health of our community needs to be at the forefront.

Staying Healthy

At school, we are taking measures to ensure that all students remain healthy during the winter months:

● Students should wash their hands before going into the classroom in the morning
● Washing desks daily with soap and water or an antibacterial spray/cleaner
● Wiping down door knobs, handles, etc. a couple times a day
● Reminding students to cover their cough
● Reminding students to keep their hands off their face
● Sending students home if they are ill
● Reminding students to wash their hands regularly throughout the day

Please know that the well-being
of all students and staff is of our
utmost concern.  We kindly ask 
that you be vigilant about 
keeping your child home when 
they are sick.  

Should you have 
any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school 
office or our school nurse, 
Eileen Perra at 
healthoffice@seas-school.org.


