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The 2019-2020 school year was a year of changes in many respects.  A new principal was hired in June 
2019, a new parochial administrator was assigned in May 2019, and there were four new teachers that 
joined the school for this academic year.   Through all of this change, the children’s educational 
programming remained steady and strong.  The SJB school staff did an amazing job of being flexible and 
implementing new changes in many areas of the school.  Our students’ last day in our building was March 
13, 2020.  We began distance learning on March 30, and continued with academic learning until May 
22,2020.  This change in instructional direction was due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Even though the 
school year ended in distance learning, after year-end assessments, Individualized summer learning 
packets will be provided for all interested students. 
 
For this school year, the School Advisory Council (SAC), parochial administrator and principal chose to 
focus on the following areas of the strategic plan: curriculum review cycle and updating policies and 
handbooks.  The principal and teachers established a curriculum review cycle through the 2023-2024 
school year.  This year the new English/Language Arts and Religion curricula were implemented, and a 
new math curriculum, Math Expressions, was selected and purchased for implementation in the 
2020-2021 school year.  For the policy and handbooks, the principal led the update of the Volunteer, 
Faculty/Staff, and Parent/Student handbooks.  All updates were approved by the SAC.  The Archdiocese 
implemented a new Employee Handbook that went into effect on April 1, 2020 for all St. John the Baptist 
parish and school employees. 
 
For enrollment, at the end of the 2018-2019 school year, there was concern over losing families.  For the 
2019-2020 school year, we ended with 54 students in the K-4 program, and 30 students in the PreK 
program.  The PreK 4 program had 22 students, up from 19 last year, and the PreK 3 program had 8 
students, up from 3 students last year.  Given this increase in enrollment, and that the school needed to 
turn away students because the program was full in September 2019, the decision was made to open a 
separate PreK 3 classroom beginning with the 2020-2021 school year.  The principal secured a $7100 
grant from CSCOE to convert the Music/Library room into a separate PreK 3 classroom.  Both PreK 
classrooms will share a door and manipulatives as needed. 
 
Again next year, Grades 3 and 4 will be combined and will use a co-teaching model.  The school will 
implement a new Math curriculum resource, Math Expressions.  The school will continue with a 
Reader’s/Writer’s Workshop Model along with a schedule that will allow learners to take advantage of 
flexible grouping according to reading levels and learning needs.  This model has proven successful in the 
2019-2020 school year.  During this school year, the principal secured a $10,000 grant to establish a 
permanent STEM Lab in the school.  The grant was used to clean out the storage classroom, freshen it 



with new colorful paint, and purchase the needed supplies, including robots to be used at all grade levels 
(PreK-4th).  Our new 1st grade teacher this year holds a STEM Certification, and she provided multiple 
professional development opportunities for our teachers.  In addition, our teachers participated in 
professional development with Tierney on using NWEA reading scores to inform instruction and 
assessment in the classroom. 
 
Due to the onset of the COVID-19 Pandemic in March, the students at St. John the Baptist did not take 
the Spring NWEA standardized tests.  Results below are from the Winter (January 2020) tests.  The chart 
below shows our students in comparison to the national average.  
 

Grade National RIT 
Values 

SJB RIT Score National RIT Value SJB RIT Score 

 Math Math Reading Reading 

K 151 159 151 156 

1st 174 180 172 175 

2nd 186 192 184 185 

3rd 198 195 196 192 

4th 209 208 204 201 

 
In conclusion, the financials for the parish and the school will continue to be an important topic for St. John 
the Baptist Catholic School and the parish.  During the 2019-2020 school year, the parochial administrator 
worked with the parish finance councils of St. Mathias in Hampton and St. Mary’s in New Trier to finalize a 
Parish Agreement.  Each of these two parishes, who already send students to our school, have been 
providing a subsidy to each family from their parish in the form of a scholarship.  This was implemented 
over 10 years ago when these two parish schools closed, in an effort to promote Catholic education in our 
community.  Beginning with the fiscal year on July 1, 2020, and continuing for three fiscal years, each of 
these parishes will provide $15,000 in financial support to St. John the Baptist Parish School.  The school 
will still retain the same name and remain under the control of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Vermillion.  The two other parishes will each receive a voting seat on the School Advisory Council.  With 
the added income from the Parish Agreements and the opening of a second Pre-Kindergarten classroom, 
the school budget is projected to balance for the 2020-2021 school year.  This is in stark contrast to the 
financial situation for the past two years at the school.  For more information on the financials, 
stakeholders can consult the Archdiocese ASR Reports, past reports done by Catholic Finance 
Corporation, or contact the Parish Business Administrator. 
 
In a recent Parent Survey these positives are especially encouraging and noteworthy. 

● 87% agree or strongly agree that their child feels supported by his/her teacher  
● 100% think their child's relationship with Jesus has been positively affected by their school 
● 87% agree or strongly agree that St. John the Baptist school prepares their child for his/her next 

academic year 


