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Principal’s Corner

Outdoor seating

Tuesday was an incredibly important day for the faith life of
our school. July 28th is the feast day of two Catholics who
hold special meaning for SJB.

SJB is looking for donations in a number of areas as we
approach the beginning of the school year.

Blessed Stanley Rother was a Catholic missionary to
Guatemala. He was known as a leader who protected his
flock. Blessed Stanley had family lineage ties to Vermillion
and even to some of our current students. He was the
first American martyr.
July 28th is also the feast day of St. Alphonsa, a
Franciscan Clarist sister from Kerala, India. This is of
course the same order as the sisters at SJB. St. Alphonsa
was the first Indian female Saint. What a beautiful thing for
these two to share a feast day. I only wish it was a day
that we had students in school.

Since we know COVID19 is less likely to spread person
to person outsidee, we would like to enhance our
outdoor spaces to allow students to spend some times
learning in fresh air when the weather is nice.
Some items we could use to help with this are
picnic tables that are in decent condition that are no
longer being used, child sized patio furniture, hand built
wooden boxes or platforms for students to sit on. If you
have any of these items or like to build things please let
me know or drop them off at the school.

As we continue to plan for a safe return to school, I believe
SJB is in a very good position. We benefit from being a
small school community. We also are lucky to have a team
of committed teachers and support staff.
Our school space is conducive for a successful plan. We
have an open classroom and a large community room.
Because we have these rooms available, we can set
classroom desks in a socially distanced manner while still
having spaces that are organized for small group
instruction. I also hope to establish learning areas outside
that we will utilize while the weather is nice. We need
some help with these spaces and you can see my request
in the right hand column. I welcome additional ideas.
I have been closely following recent announcements from
the Governor. Specifically, the safe learning plan
communicated today and the mask mandate. I will be
working tomorrow with the archdiocese to understand how
these affect our return to school plan. While today’s
announcement explicitly noted that it does not apply to
private institutions, we will continue to utilize sound
guidance. Our current understanding is that the mask
mandate does apply to all of our K-4 students. This will
change school masking requirements I laid out in the
documents I sent last week.
Paul

Paint Shirts
We are collecting button up shirts to use for paint shirts
at school. If you are retired and have a large collection
of old dress shirts that you will never wear again, we
would love to take them off your hands. No need to
send your brand new beautiful shirts. We will be in the
office during regular business hours on most days during
the summer if you want to drop off. Thank you!

Preschool Teacher!
Our new preschool lead teacher is Michelle Meyer.
Michelle has already been our incredible teaching
assistant and will now become our three year old lead.
Sr. Noel will also be working with our preschoolers this
year.

CSCOE
SJB has been blessed to partner with the Catholic Schools
Center of Excellence.
We recently learned that CSCOE will be paying for SJB to
get a 360 degree tour that we can post on our website for
new families.
Tierney Pathways 4.0
CSCOE will also be providing SJB staff with professional
development from Tierney Pathways 4.0. This includes a
focus on math. Pathways has collaborated with teachers
for the past three years to deepen their understanding of
how to use student assessment data to drive instruction.
Pathways 4.0 will provide schools with actionable steps for
designing targeted instruction and lessons, ultimately
increasing achievement.
Mental Health and Wellness
CSCOE is working with Dr. Jules Nolan and Dr. Michael
Boyle to provide Catholic schools a number of resources
that relate to mental health.
This includes 1:1 meetings between principals and Dr.
Nolan as well as professional development opportunities
for teachers. Our teachers will have the chance to be
certified in mental health. All of these opportunities will
help us to ensure we deal with students in the most
empathetic and responsive way possible during this difficult
time.
Thank you to CSCOE for paying for all of these
opportunities.

MISF membership and STEM
conference.
SJB recently became a member school of the
Minnesota Independent School Forum. We are
excited for this new partnership.
Membership in MISF provides a number of benefits.
Two that I am very excited about are member grants
and professional development.
MISF offers STEM starter grants and major project
grants for member schools. Their approval rate is very
high. I intend to begin applying for these grants this
year.
Next week, MISF is holding its virtual STEM
conference. Three SJB teachers have registered for
this conference. This professional development will
allow us to continue developing our identity as a STEM
school.

T-shirts
SJB is providing a T-shirt for each student which can
be worn on Fridays at school. You have been sent a
T-shirt form. These forms are due tomorrow so we
can begin ordering shirts.

Tuition agreements
Don’t forget to sign your tuition agreements.
Tads does start charging late fees as early as
August.

Calendar updated
The scrollable detailed calendar on the SJB website
has been updated. The at a glance calendar has not
yet been updated. One change to note is our
Marathon day which has moved to October 9th.

Happy Birthday

Student Masks

John R - July 23
Lillian N - July 24
Bodie T- July 25
Maxwell K - July 28
Myers P - July 29
Beau P - July 29

Thanks to Milinda Lohmann who is embroidering a
mask for each student with the SJB logo and their
name. Students will be welcome to wear other
masks if they prefer. There is no uniform required
mask. Their mask should cover both mouth and
nose. Gaiters are acceptable masks. Face
shields do not count without a fabric mask.

Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

