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Outdoor Learning Space Update

We have received a number of donations and loaned 
furniture for our outdoor learning space.  I am so 
excited by the possibilities.  If we set it up well, we 
could have some instruction time outside.  The more 
we utilize this space the less we will need to require 
masks.  This is obviously dependent on our MN 
weather but I think it is a great solution for the time 
being.  I have received emails from a number of 
people who will be providing a total of six picnic tables 
and a class set of lap desks. 

If you want to help, we could still use more individual 
style outdoor child sized seating.  We could also use 
more lap desks and a yoga mats.  We would like to 
clean up the neighboring park shelter.  If you have a 
power washer and could help with this that would be 
great.  

Please contact me if you want to help with any of 
these.  I appreciate all of you who already reached 
out.  Together we are making the best of this very 
difficult situation.  

Principal’s Corner

Not long ago, I read Pope Francis’ Apostolic 
Exhortation: On The Call to Holiness in Today’s 
World.  I had always thought of holiness as some 
insurmountable goal.  The holiness of the Saints 
can feel intimidating.  Francis points out that 
holiness does not need to happen in ways that 
seem impossible.  Rather he says, This holiness to 
which the Lord calls you will grow through small 
gestures.  For me, these small gestures of holiness 
feel like something I can accomplish.  It echoes St. 
Teresa of Calcutta’s reminder to do small things 
with great love.  I already think about the small 
gestures of holiness happening around me every 
day.

On a totally different note, I have been thinking 
about all the safety protocols we are planning for 
return to school.  I want to remind you that while 
we will have procedures to mitigate risk at school, 
the biggest precaution we can each take in our 
own lives is working to be healthy.  Those who 
have significant health concerns have fared much 
worse when contracting Covid19 than those who 
are healthier.  

We should all be thinking about exercising. 
Especially exercise that makes our heart and lungs 
stronger.  We should be eating healthy.  I like to 
follow Michael Pollan’s advice: Eat food, mostly 
plants, not too much.  I do have trouble with the 
last part.  Finally things like getting sleep, being 
outdoors, and limiting stress all have proven 
benefits for health and the immune system.  While 
we all know these things it is an important time to 
remind ourselves and think of how we can help 
ourselves and our children to stay healthy.  

- Paul
Pdieltz@sjb-school.org
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Assessment week

We will be sending out a sign up for the week of 
August 17th.  K-4 students will be assessed by 
teachers in Math and Language Arts.  This data will 
help teachers plan effective instruction.  New 
preschool students will come in to meet their teachers 
during this week.  Expect an email very soon!

SInce we will not hold an open house, this 
assessment time would be a great opportunity  to:

- Drop off school supplies
- Meet the Principal
- Sign up for pizza lunch and finalize any 

medical forms in the office.
- Communicate with your teacher about any 

student needs.  

Free Uniforms and Books

During assessment week we will have a table out with 
uniform items that are free to take.  The office has a 
supply of used polo shirts, blue sweaters and 
sweatshirts.  If you have uniforms that no longer fit, 
we would be happy to add them to this table for 
families.  We also have some books we have 
removed from the library.  We will place these on a 
table in the entryway.  

Happy Birthday

Henry H. - August 3
James M. - August 3
Alexis W. - August 4

Ordering School Uniforms

Do you need uniforms before the year begins?  
Make sure to place your order with Donald’s.   It 
takes time for uniforms to arrive and be 
embroidered.  

https://www.donaldsuniform.com/home.php?cat
=3813&sort=orderby&sort_direction=0&page=1

AIM Higher Scholarships

Aim Higher summer scholarship applications 
are due on Tads August 7th.  If you want to 
apply but have not, please do so right away.  
The link is on the SJB enrollment webpage.  

https://www.donaldsuniform.com/home.php?cat=3813&sort=orderby&sort_direction=0&page=1
https://www.donaldsuniform.com/home.php?cat=3813&sort=orderby&sort_direction=0&page=1

