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CSCOE Enrollment Grant

This week we learned that we again would receive a 
grant from the Catholic Schools Center of Excellence 
to help with school enrollment efforts. CSCOE is one 
of our biggest supporters.  They are a non-profit 
whose biggest donor is Dick Schulze former CEO of 
Best Buy.  I recently wrote to you about professional 
development CSCOE is paying for.  We received a 
similar grant last year.  This grant will go towards 
school swag items like the t-shirts and lanyards we 
gave to students.  It will also go towards events and 
updating our school video.  CSCOE is also providing 
us with a 360 degree school tour that will be filmed in 
October.  Help from families continues to be the best 
way we increase enrollment.  The majority of new 
families told me they learned about SJB through 
word of mouth.  

Principal’s Corner

Harvard Business school performed an experiment asking 
random people to lend their cellphones during a rainstorm.  
They tried two approaches.  In the first approach, the 
researcher simply walked up to people and politely asked to 
use their phone.  In the second, the researcher first said “I 
am so sorry about the rain,” and then politely asked to use 
the phone.  

The study found that those who were being asked were over 
four times more likely to share their phone when the 
researcher began by apologizing for the rain.  For every 
person who shared their phone after being asked the first 
way, four shared after being asked the second way.  That is a 
huge increase from just seven words.  

One important takeaway from this study is the importance of 
a sense of belonging.  When we make others feel welcome, 
they are more likely to work with us.  For our returning 
families this shows how important it will be to welcome our 
new families, especially now as Covid is making it harder for 
us to connect.  

Another takeaway is the power of words.  As an educator, I 
often hear: “it was good enough for me so it is good enough 
for them.”  I don’t think this is true.  Sure we probably turned 
out mostly fine.  Yet, as we progress, we have more science 
to back up how different approaches actually work.  The 
power of language is immense.  We know that students who 
are praised for working hard outperform students who are 
praised for being smart.  That is because of the value we are 
communicating.  Communicating the value of hard work 
makes students strive for effort.  Communicating the value of 
intelligence makes students think either they have it or they 
don’t.

These things can be hard to change.  I spent so many years 
praising intelligence that I still do it on occasion.  Sometimes 
I get it right and sometimes I catch myself and fix it.  

- Paul

Friday T-Shirts

Our Green Rejoice in Hope T-shirts went home this 
week.  Students can wear this shirt and jeans on 
Fridays.  They may also wear last year’s red faith 
t-shirt.  Thank you to John for designing and 
Milinda for printing these shirts.  

2nd grade families, please have students wear a 
red or blue uniform shirt this Friday.  They will 
participate in the ceremony raising our new flag.  
They can wear jeans and can bring the T-shirt to 
change into afterwards.  
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Happy Birthday!

Triston S. - Sept 7th
Harrison F. -Sept 14th

Session for parents: Stress and Anxiety 
in School-Aged Children

Offered by Dr. Jules Nolan thanks to 
CSCOE.  

Even before COVID, anxiety had become the most 
commonly diagnosed issue in classrooms across this 
country. Given the stress of this time, of disrupted school 
and more pressure on families, we are seeing a rise in the 
stress and anxiety demonstrated by children. In this 
session, you will learn concrete strategies to help your 
children become more resilient to stress and to better 
endure normal anxious feelings. You will also find tips to 
differentiate “normal” stress and anxiety responses from 
more serious symptoms, how to intervene without 
interfering, and when to seek help. 

September 15, 6:30 p.m.
September 21, 6:30 p.m.
September 29, 6:30 p.m.
Click here to reserve your spot

NWEA Map Testing

SJB K-4 students will take their fall NWEA Map tests in 
reading and math starting next week.  3rd and 4th graders 
also take a grammar usage test.  These tests give teachers 
information on what skills students are ready to develop 
and master.  The data is important for instructional 
planning.  While we should not place pressure on students 
during testing we do want them to do as well as possible.  
The more accurate data we get, the better teachers can 
plan.  Your teacher will let you know what days students 
test.  Encourage your student to get a healthy meal and 
rest the night before.  We have been out of school for a 
long time.  Because of this we should all expect that our fall 
round of testing results may be different than usual.  
Ultimately our goal is to understand where students are at 
academically and to show growth when we test in the 
spring.

Marathon Update

Woohoo!  55 students met their goal for week 1 of the 
marathon.  Great job!  Thank you to parents for your 
help.  We know this is a difficult time for some and 
appreciate all the generosity our community has 
shown in raising money for marathon and item 
donations.  Students who meet their goal next week 
will get a Mason Brothers Cookie through Vermillion 
Pump.  Please just send pledges for now.  Money can 
be sent the Thursday after the marathon.   

School Photos

Tuesday 22nd
2nd, 3rd, 4th, Preschool

Wednesday 23rd
Kinder, 1st, Preschool

You can order pictures through the office with the 
slip we sent home or at
www.danrother.com

Save the date: Home and School 
meeting: 9/29 6pm on Zoom.  

9/25 Busing is on. 

There is busing on 9/25 am and pm.  This was a no 
busing day when the calendar was made last year 
but District 200 did update us recently that since 
their schedule changed we do have busing on this 
day.   Our online calendars are now correct other 
than this day.  Thank you for your understanding 
with the many transportation changes.  

Thank you 3rd & 4th grade parents

For sending in every item from Ms. Simek’s class 
wishlist.  This made everyone’s day.  We appreciate you 
and I know this makes Ms. Simek feel welcomed!

https://cscoe-mn.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43c00ecfbde702825d6d02f0e&id=7c4fbe6b4c&e=9ae865383d
http://www.danrother.com/

