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Principal’s Corner

Muhammad Ali is the best known boxer and one of the top 
athletes of all time.  Ali was known for calling himself “the 
greatest.”  He even stated that God wanted him to be the 
champ.  

Anyone who has been in any competition knows the 
importance of confidence.  Yogi Berra said that 90% of the 
game is half mental.  An competitor who believes they will 
triumph is more likely to succeed than one who does not.  
One study showed that basketball players who imagined 
themselves making 50 shots in a row and then took 50 
shots outperformed basketball players who took 50 
warm-up shots and then took 50 that counted.  

Hebrews 11:1 says “Faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.”  Our faith is a 
confidence in God and in God’s plan for us.  This faith can 
be very much like the confidence that Ali and other athletes 
exhibit.  When we hold firm to our faith we believe 
confidently that God has a plan and purpose for our lives.  
The world throws many things at us that challenge our 
faith.  Yet, we struggle through these difficulties because 
we are confident that God is on our side.  

Teaching students to have this sort of faith in God and 
God’s purpose builds their confidence as they undertake all 
sorts of tasks.  We believe that students who believe in 
themselves and in God’s purpose cultivate an attitude that 
helps them persevere through difficult situations.  

This is another example of the value of a Catholic 
education.  We talk about our faith and about God’s 
purpose.  This purpose translates to confidence in God’s 
plan and personal meaning.  Many Catholic practices have 
been working for years and the reason they work is now 
being explained by science.  

- Paul

A Whole New Flag
by Makenzie M. 2nd grader. 

On Friday, September 11, the Hastings Veterans 
came to our school to give us a new American flag.  
A trumpet played as they lowered the old flag and 
folded it up.  Then they unfolded the new flag and 
raised it up.  We held our hearts and said the 
pledge of allegiance.  I was very happy to meet 
them and to be a part of this celebration to honor 
our country.  God bless America!

No Busing: 9/23, 9/30
Yes Busing 9/25. Thank you Kate Ries for all the great photos you take!



Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Happy Birthday!

Mackenzie M. - Sept. 15
Olivia S. - Sept 16

Marathon Update

After two weeks of Marathon we have raised 
$9054.  That is so awesome.  Thank you all.  Our 
goal for the whole marathon is $22,000.   58 
students reached their goal of $50 in new pledges 
this week.

  

School Photos

Tuesday 22nd
2nd, 3rd, 4th, Preschool

Wednesday 23rd
Kinder, 1st, Preschool

You can order pictures through the office with the 
slip we sent home or at
www.danrother.com

3rd and 4th grade students with all the 
goodies donated by their parents from 
Ms. Simek’s wish list.  Thank you!

Decision Tree
https://sjb-school.org/documents/mdh-update
d-decision-tree/

Please make sure you are familiar with the 
new MDH decision tree.  We are asking 
families to remain out if students have one 
more common symptom, two less common 
symptoms, or close contact with someone 
who has tested positive.  

Teachers are planning in a way that does not 
penalize students for being out and does 
their best to provide learning opportunities for 
students who are out.  

Please know and follow the exclusion criteria.  
I know this stinks if it happens to your family.  
Some families we ask to exclude students will 
learn their child did not have Covid.  We still 
want to take this precaution.  Following these 
criteria will help protect the health of our 
whole community.

Thank you to everyone for making this easy.  
Families have been amazing at following all 
our protocols.  Because of Covid, we are 
seeing one another less than ever.  Yet, I feel 
so connected to you through your support 
and cooperation.  
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