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Principal’s Corner

How many times do I have to tell you?  If you haven’t 
asked this question to your child you have probably 
thought it.

As I read the parable of the sower in the Gospel of 
Matthew the other day, I thought of how often I have 
thought these exact words over the years.  How many 
times do I have to tell you?

The bible talks a lot about sowing seeds.  This is 
because the communities to which the bible was 
directly written were farming communities.  I am not 
great at growing plants.  I enjoy easy low maintenance 
plants - aka succulents.  In the SJB community many 
of you know so much about what it takes to grow a 
living plant.  

When you plant the seed, a flower does not appear 
within a few minutes.  It takes much more effort.  
Planting the seed has to happen at the right time and 
place.  You need a bit of luck and a lot of work 
watering, weeding, tending, watering, paring, feeding, 
watering.

The same is true with children.  If you have ever said 
“how many times do I have to tell you?”  The answer is 
many many times.  First you must plant the seed of 
how to do something.  This may be telling or showing.  
Then you may spend years of watering and tending 
before you finally have success.  But all the hard work 
pays off when the plant flowers. 

  - Paul

New Student enrollment open January 18

Do you know a family that would be great 
for next year.  As we have some full 

classes and some with waiting lists, it is 
important that new families apply right 

away during the Jan 18-28 window.  

Any questions about how to enroll?  Please email 
pdieltz@sjb-school.org

Returning families enroll by January 15 in order to hold your 
spot for next year and apply your enrollment fee toward 
tuition.  Please enroll now to help us plan for the coming 
year.  

No Bus Jan 27

Thank you Kristy Meyers, Jamie Kummer and Jessica 
Beissel for providing Christmas Cheer before break.  
Thank you to Greg Ries for the awesome snow hills.  

New Photo Galleries Posted
We recently posted four new photo galleries on our 
website.  Check out Kate Ries’ great photos of our 
students at https://sjb-school.org/photo-gallery/
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Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Happy Birthday
Marshall D. - 1/3
Henry G - 1/6 
Evelyn V - 1/10

Click Here to Register for the above  
I have attended and they are amazing.  

Watch our Christmas Concert.
Did you miss the live showing of the SJB Christmas 
Concert?  You can still watch it on facebook.  Since our 
page is public you do not need a facebook account.  Click 
Here to watch.

Catholic United Raffle sales start January 
15th.  We will send an envelope on the 14th with raffle 
tickets and flyers regarding the prizes you can win for 
buying a ticket. Also information on the top in sales. 
Students will have the opportunity to be in a weekly 
drawing to receive a special treat/gift from Mr. Dieltz. For 
every 10 tickets sold, the student gets their name in 
once for the drawing. Prizes include - free dress pass, 
backpack, colored pencils, hat made by Mrs. D, donut, 
and extra recess.  Each family will start off with 20 
tickets, per student. When you want more, let Ms. Deb 
know.   If you don't want to sell the tickets, please return 
them to the school. Call or Email Ms. Deb with any 
questions.

NWEA Testing Schedule
The purpose of winter testing is to gauge the growth 
students have made so far this year.  We are able to see 
how our instruction has impacted students.  What areas 
students have made great growth and what areas we 
can keep focusing.  Since we are partway through the 
year it is normal that we have not addressed all 
standards.  This is also one data point among many and 
is not the be all end off of a students achievement.  
Especially in a chaotic year we should be mindful of this 
when we test.  I was very proud of our fall scores.  

Please make sure students eat a good meal and get a 
good night of rest before testing.  

January 12th -  2nd, 3rd, 4th Grade reading test
January 14th -Kinder and 1st Grade Reading Test, 
January 14th - 3rd and 4th Math Test
January 19th - 3rd and 4th grade Grammar Test
January 21 - Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd Grade Math Test

Free Dress Friday the 8th.  
Dress for your Christmas party!

Science Fair is less than a month away. Have 
you completed your experiment, taken lots of pictures, 
video clips, organized your results?  I wish I was at 
school to answer any questions but feel free to contact 
me through email, thuneke@sjb-school.org.  
Mankato Science Fair website is here 

Please return your Pizza Orders!
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