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Principal’s Corner
Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.  
These have always been powerful words for me.  I 
remember as a boy hearing my priest say these words 
as he put the ashes on my forehead and realizing for the 
first time the fate that would someday greet me.    

Lent is a powerful season in the life of Catholics.  During 
lent we follow Jesus who withdrew to pray in the desert 
for 40 days.   It is a season of remembering the 
importance of  the gift of life.  A season for repentance,  
turning ourselves toward God, and towards those things 
that matter most in this short time He has granted to 
each of us.  It is a season focused on prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving.  I encourage you to think of how you will 
honor the season of lent in each of these areas.  

I am planning to learn a well known Catholic prayer that I 
should already know  I will do this by saying that prayer 
each day during lent and considering its meaning. I will 
spend my extra prayer time simply listening.  

I prefer to choose a day to fast rather than to fast from 
an item for all of lent.  As tough as it can be to fast for an 
entire day, it is actually I find it easier than fasting from 
one item for the entire period. If you have not fasted for 
a day or multiple days, I challenge you to try it.  Use your 
mealtime to pray instead.  Fasting for our students 
should happen in the form of fasting from a thing rather 
than from food.  Meeting their nutritional needs is  
important. I would encourage them to fast from 
electronics and spend that time connecting with 
someone at home with no electronics or spend that time 
in service.  

Almsgiving is perhaps the most rewarding act in lent 
because it feels good to give to others.  While giving to 
the church is encouraged, God’s will is carried out all 
over.  Since I love books and learning, I plan to give 
books to our school library.  That too supports God’s will. 

 

- Paul

  

 

Bingo Fun Day has been moved and will 
be on  May 16th.  Our book fair will open 
on May 14th and will be open during 
Bingo Fun Day.  

Not until after Feb 28
Penance Services for Lent

A traditional practice associated with the season of Lent is celebrating the Sacrament of Penance.  In this sacrament, we live out our desire expressed 
as we began Lent on Ash Wednesday to, “Turn away from sin and believe in the Gospel.”  We believe that in the Sacrament of Penance we are 
renewed in God’s gift of grace that allows us to overcome sin, and to grow in living out our baptismal commitment as followers of Jesus in our world 
today.  At times we all fall short of this calling, and the Sacrament of Penance renews us towards the gift of new life we celebrate at Easter in our 
journey of faith.  

This Lent because of the COVID pandemic, Pope Francis continues his permission to Bishops to grant the ability for priests to celebrate the form of 
Penance known as general absolution.  Archbishop Hebda has extended this permission to pastors/parochial administrators in our Archdiocese as a 
means for people to receive absolution and forgiveness of sins, but without individual confession that could be a means of COVD spread.  Our tri-parish 
community will celebrate this form of Penance as listed below.  Please know that parishioners of any of the three parishes, can attend any of the three 
Penance Services.

Saturday, March 20 – 10 am – St. Mathias, Hampton (note that there will not be 9 am drive through confession on this day)
Sunday, March 21 – 1 pm – St. Mary, New Trier
Sunday, March 21 – 4 pm – St. John the Baptist, Vermillion

Live in today not tomorrow

Return or sell raffle tickets

Valentine’s Free Dress on Tuesday 2/16
Valentine’s shirts and colors encouragedIron man - keep doing your part make it to the 

finish line.  

Dress Code Undershirts.  
If students have a long sleeve shirt under their school 
polo, our dress code states that shirt should be solid color 
white or navy blue long sleeve shirts.

Rice Bowls
Join our faith community, and more than 12,000 Catholic 
communities across the United States in  a Lenten journey 
with CRS Rice Bowl. We will send Rice bowls home with 
students and those participating can return them to the 
school office by Easter.  

A pair of Catholic Schools Week Bingo Winners



Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Ash Wednesday Mass: 
2pm - February 17th

Stations of the Cross Days: 
2:45pm on 2/19, 26, 3/12, 19, 26.

Natalie H.  2/8
Kennedy M. 2/15

Lewis House Donations

During February, St. John’s Church is collecting items for the 
Lewis House, a safe place for survivors of domestic abuse.  On 
the right  are the most needed items.  If you would like to donate 
any items, drop off at St. John’s Church or send to the school 
marked for the Lewis House. 

The Second Grade will be helping the people assisted at the 
Lewis House by bringing a little fun into their lives with “Birthday 
Bags.”  The bags consist of all the items needed for a birthday 
celebration – gift bag, cake mix, canned frosting, candles, and a 
decoration.  If you would like to donate any of these items, there 
will be a box at school and at SJB church.  The second graders 
will then put together the Birthday Bags.  The gift bags should be 
a size that will hold the other items, but not so big they would be 
hard to store. Decorations can include streamers, banners, 
balloons, napkins, etc.  We will put the bags together on March 1.  
You are welcome to send in items any time before then. Contact 
Maria Therres if you have any questions.  

mtherres@sjb-school.org

Lewis House® Greatest current needs:

● Gasoline gift cards
● Target, Walmart, Walgreens, and CVS gift cards
● Cooking utensils
● Dishes
● Pots, pans, bakeware
● Day/Month at a Glance calendars
● Diapers – size 4 and up
● Baby wipes
● Diaper rash ointment
● Baby formula
● Baby wash
● Vaseline
● Bath towels, washcloths  /new
● Comforters  /new
● Twin sheets  /new
● Mini/portable crib sheets   /new
● Pajamas – all sizes   /new
● Bathrobes – all sizes  /new
● Shampoo, Conditioner
● Ethnic hair care products
● Body wash
● Body lotion
● Ladies deodorant
● Ladies razors
● Combs, brushes

Signup & sell Raffle Tickets after Mass
Click Here to sign up.  
Please let us know the awesome ways you are selling 
tickets.  One student was selling hundreds by posting on 
facebook.  We reposted a video of two students who got 
to pie their daddy when they sold their goal of 100 
tickets.  Thank you!

Raffle Prize
Students turning in 10 
or more raffle tickets 
by next Wednesday 
will be entered into a 
drawing for a donut 
Congratulations to 
our winners this 
week!  Please sell or 
return your tickets.  

Great Job all of our Catholic Schools Week Mass readers.  
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