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Principal’s Corner
When I was a child I liked to watch the Iron Man 
triathlons on television.  The Ironman world 
championship is an epic race in which competitors swim 
2.4 miles, then bike 112 miles, and then run 26 miles.  I 
can’t imagine why anyone would do this to themselves 
but it is fascinating to watch.  

In the most dramatic and emotional moments 
competitors begin to break down physically.  One which 
you can see here shows two competitors who make it to 
the finish line only by crawling the very last portion of the 
track.  Their bodies are exhausted.  They have nothing 
left to give.  Other competitors who were once far 
behind them pass them as they barely can go the last 
100 feet.

I feel as if we are in the final portion of an Ironman race.  
We have been wearing our masks.  We have been 
social distancing.  We have stopped going places we 
would usually go and seeing people we would usually 
see.  We are tired of being isolated.  Tired of this so 
called new normal.  Tired of not having school events.  
We have swam the 2.4 miles, biked the 112, run 20.  
The last few miles might feel as long as the rest of the 
race combined.  We might have to crawl to get across 
the line.  

Please keep crawling.  Keep washing those hands, 
wearing that mask, and distancing.  Keep letting us 
know if your child has symptoms or have been exposed 
to a positive case.  This is the only way we can stay 
open until this ends.  Thank you.  I know that every step 
has felt more difficult than the last. 

- Paul

  

 

Not until after Feb 28
Penance Services for Lent

A traditional practice associated with the season of Lent is celebrating the Sacrament of Penance.  In this sacrament, we live out our desire expressed 
as we began Lent on Ash Wednesday to, “Turn away from sin and believe in the Gospel.”  We believe that in the Sacrament of Penance we are 
renewed in God’s gift of grace that allows us to overcome sin, and to grow in living out our baptismal commitment as followers of Jesus in our world 
today.  At times we all fall short of this calling, and the Sacrament of Penance renews us towards the gift of new life we celebrate at Easter in our 
journey of faith.  

This Lent because of the COVID pandemic, Pope Francis continues his permission to Bishops to grant the ability for priests to celebrate the form of 
Penance known as general absolution.  Archbishop Hebda has extended this permission to pastors/parochial administrators in our Archdiocese as a 
means for people to receive absolution and forgiveness of sins, but without individual confession that could be a means of COVD spread.  Our tri-parish 
community will celebrate this form of Penance as listed below.  Please know that parishioners of any of the three parishes, can attend any of the three 
Penance Services.

Saturday, March 20 – 10 am – St. Mathias, Hampton (note that there will not be 9 am drive through confession on this day)
Sunday, March 21 – 1 pm – St. Mary, New Trier
Sunday, March 21 – 4 pm – St. John the Baptist, Vermillion

Live in today not tomorrow

Dress Code Undershirts.  
If students have a long sleeve shirt under their school 
polo, our dress code states that shirt should be solid 
color white or navy blue long sleeve shirts.

NEXT WEEK RANI MARIA

Today is the feast day of Blessed Rani Maria.  Rani Maria was a 
Franciscan Clarist sister from Kerala India.  She is an important 
Catholic to our school because of her connection to our sisters.  
I have felt incredibly connected to her work as I have read about 
Sister Rani over the past few weeks.  She was an educator who 
gathered the children for lessons and who led adult education 
courses for the poor in India.  She was a facilities manager who 
led projects such as building wells for water, turning pathways 
into roads, and providing electricity in the villages she served.  
She found donations of food for the hungry, jobs for the 
unemployed.  She helped the men in her village make money 
rearing sheep and collecting honey, the women building 
sandalwood items, and the youth becoming animators.  She 
was praised by her superiors for working through rain, intense 
heat, and lack of water.  

Sister Rani reminds me of so much of God’s work that goes on 
around us every day.  I feel this work is honored is her 
beatification as blessed.  This work is carried out by our 
teachers and volunteers to ensure the education of our 
students.  It is carried out by local business people who create 
jobs.  It is carried out by our maintenance team and all 
maintenance people who make sure we have the infrastructure 
to do our work.  Sister Rani being beatified as blessed is an 
acknowledgement that God’s work is not only within the church 
but also within society.  She demonstrates as Paul told Peter 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God's varied grace.”

Conference Sign ups
Conference Sign ups have been emailed to families.  
Please contact the office if you did not receive this 
information.  

Thank you to our room parents for the awesome 
Valentines Day parties.  Thank you Cassie Verch, 
Mirranda Barrington, Adrinenne Stelzer, Nicole 
Schaffer, Brea Treptow, and Jess Beissel

Thanks to everyone who joined us for Ash 
Wednesday Mass.  

Scroll down for page 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTn1v5TGK_w


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Stations of the Cross Days: 
2:45pm on 2/19, 26, 3/12, 19, 26.

Marshall P. 2/18
Linden S. 2/22

Parenting with Executive Functioning Skills 
in Mind: Simple Strategies to Build Skill
 
Many children procrastinate, lack organization, have emotional 
outbursts, get “stuck” in their worries, are poor planners, or 
demonstrate other Executive Functioning difficulties.  If your child 
frequently struggles in these areas, it might be impacting his/her 
school or social success.  During this talk, parents will learn about 
the role of Executive Functioning in child and adolescent 
development. They will better understand the areas of Executive 
Functioning and take away simple, concrete parenting strategies 
to help their children develop lagging skills.  Participants will also 
gain insight into their own EF skills and how the parent/child 
interactions can be improved through attention to these areas in 
ourselves and in others.  

https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/parenting-with-executive-functio
ning-skills-in-mind-simple-strategies-to-build-skill

Thursday Feb 11 at 6:30pm

Monday Feb 22 at 6:30pm

Raffle Prize
Students turning in 10 
or more raffle tickets 
by next Wednesday 
will be entered into a 
drawing for a hat 
made by Mrs. D.   
Congratulations to 
our winners this 
week!  Please sell or 
return your tickets.  
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