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MN Vaccine Connector
Are you looking for a vaccine?  Get on the list here
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Principal’s Corner
One of the biggest factors in learning is being able to spend 
time on task devoted to the skill you want to develop.  This 
seems pretty basic right?  We tend to become good at things 
to which we commit our time.  

With students, one of the biggest things I see take them away 
from learning time is their own frustration.  A student who is 
frustrated is unable to complete their present task.  This is 
why it is so important for us to raise mentally tough students.  
We all know this will be a crucial skill for their adult lives as 
well.  

Mental toughness is about facing stressful situations and 
making the best of those situations.  Here are a few ways we 
can all develop this skill with our children and students.

Be empathetic.  Frustration is not fun to deal with and is even 
less fun for our young students who have not practiced.  Let 
them know you understand why they might feel frustrated.

Focus on what can be controlled.  Some things we have the 
power to control and some things we do not.  It is important to 
teach students to do the best they can on what they can 
control and to understand this will give the best chance for a 
positive outcome.  

Teach students to be realistic. This can be tough for students.  
Another student got what they wanted.  Realistically the other 
student should get a turn as well.  What can they do now.  
Sometimes we don’t get our first or second or third choice.  
What can we do to go forward instead of being upset?  When 
things go wrong the best thing to do is dust yourself off and 
move forward.  Be patient.  This lesson will take time.  

Point out times when they display mental toughness.  Did 
they display unusual mental toughness in a situation?  Let 
them know you saw.  Build it up as the huge success it is.  
When no frustration is happening - remind them of that 
success and ask how they did it and if they think it will happen 
again.  Bringing these things up when there is no frustration is 
a great time for students to think through the process in a non 
emotional environment.  

- Paul

St. Patricks Day Green Free dress

Jasen Barrett

Transportation Update
Hastings recently added March 25 & 26 as distance 
learning days.  SJB will be in person but we will not 
have buses these days.

May 14th is the only other day we currently expect to 
have no buses. 

Congratulations to our Lego League Challenge 
team which was recognized with  the First Lego 
League  Motivate award.  

St. Patrick’s Day 
Green Free Dress
March 17th.  

Please help us plan for summer 
by turning in your summer 
registration forms.  

May 1st late fee

https://vaccineconnector.mn.gov/


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.
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Hiring: Parish Business Administrator
With Rhonda Rother’s retirement on June 30, 2021, our 
tri-parish community will be hiring a full-time (with 
benefits) Parish Business Administrator.  A job description 
is posted here.

Anyone interested should submit a letter of interest, 
resume, and references to Father Mike Tix at 
tixm@archspm.org.  Application deadline is March 25.  
Our hope is to have a new Administrator hired by April 15, 
with a projected start date of May 1, to allow for training 
and an easy transition in the best interests of everyone 
involved.

Helping your Struggling Learner - for Parents
When our children struggle in school, it is hard to know 
when to be firm and when to be flexible. Should we 
intervene early and structure the environment for success 
or should we view learning as developmental and expect all 
of our children to advance at different speeds? Should we 
give our kids consequences for poor grades or can we 
“pay” them to get A’s? How do we know when poor school 
achievement is something more serious than low 
motivation? In this session you will learn research-based 
strategies for helping struggling learners no matter the 
cause of the struggle. You will also learn signs of more 
serious learning issues and how to help your child thrive in 
school.

March 10, 7:00 pm
March 22, 7:00 pm

https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/helping-your-struggling-le
arner-for-parents

Penance Services for Lent
A traditional practice associated with the season of 
Lent is celebrating the Sacrament of Penance.  In this 
sacrament, we live out our desire expressed as we 
began Lent on Ash Wednesday to, “Turn away from sin 
and believe in the Gospel.”  We believe that in the 
Sacrament of Penance we are renewed in God’s gift of 
grace that allows us to overcome sin, and to grow in 
living out our baptismal commitment as followers of 
Jesus in our world today.  At times we all fall short of 
this calling, and the Sacrament of Penance renews us 
towards the gift of new life we celebrate at Easter in 
our journey of faith.  

This Lent because of the COVID pandemic, Pope 
Francis continues his permission to Bishops to grant 
the ability for priests to celebrate the form of Penance 
known as general absolution.  Archbishop Hebda has 
extended this permission to pastors/parochial 
administrators in our Archdiocese as a means for 
people to receive absolution and forgiveness of sins, 
but without individual confession that could be a 
means of COVD spread.  Our tri-parish community will 
celebrate this form of Penance as listed below.  Please 
know that parishioners of any of the three parishes, 
can attend any of the three Penance Services.

Saturday, March 20 @ 10 am –St. Mathias Hampton
(No drive thru confession this day)
Sunday, March 21 @ 1 pm – St. Mary, New Trier - 
Sunday, March 21 – 4 pm – St. John Vermillion

Happy Birthday!
Emily J - 3/11

MISF STEM grant recipient.
SJB was recently awarded a $1500 starter grant from 
the Minnesota Independent School Forum for STEM 
summer materials.  You can learn more about MISF 
STEM grants on their website.

We likely have a number of long 
sleeve or jacket days coming up.
Cold weather chart
Above 60 = Short Sleeves
51-60 = Long Sleeves
41 - 50 = Winter Coat
32 - 40 = Winter Coat, Mittens/Gloves, Hat/Hood
32 - 0  = Coat, Mittens Gloves, Hat. Boots, Snowpants.
Below 0 = Indoor Recess

Preschoolers visit their future Kindergarten classroom.  

TADS tax information
A parent can access their "Household Paid Tuition Tax 
Report" under the Billing tab. There is a link to this report 
on the left-hand side above their account listings. 
Alternatively, this report can be accessed within a specific 
year billing account if the parent clicks into their 'Reports' 
tab while viewing an account.

This report details what the family has paid towards 
school tuition and fees in a given tax year. As this report 
runs off tax year, multiple school billing years can be 
listed on this report. Any TADS fees that were paid by a 
family are not listed on this report.

STEM/ PE Teacher Hired.  

I am excited to announce that we have hired a STEM/PE 
teacher for the remainder of the school year.  STEM class 
will happen 4 days a week for all students including 
preschool.  PE will happen on Fridays for all students.   
STEM and PE will happen during our regular PE and 
Music times.  Our new teacher is Mr. Jasen Barrett. 

Mr. Barrett has been a professional educator for the past 
20 years. He grew up in California, earning his Bachelor 
of Science degree in Biological Sciences from California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. Mr. Barrett 
began work as a biologist but found his passion teaching 
children. His teaching methods reinforce state science 
standards through hands-on learning, scientific 
processes, and guiding students through interactive 
experiences. Mr. Barrett has been a science and math 
teacher, outdoor educator, summer camp director, guitar 
instructor, farm-to-food educator, and after-care director. 
He also founded a non-profit educational company 
focused on educational enrichment programs for children 
and served as its Executive Director and Creative 
Director.
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