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Next years calendar link

Start thinking about summer 
education - schools see a summer 
slide in learning.  How can you make 
sure this does not happen.  

Letter idea 
Importance of Sleep, adichie single story

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0
94ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage

Mask Mandate
Catholic Schools  are still under the Governor’s mask 
mandate - if you are in the building for graduation or any 
of our upcoming events those rules have not been 
waived for schools.  Please help us stay in compliance 
and keep our classrooms open.  We look forward to the 
eventual lifting of restrictions on schools but we are still 
adhering to this guidance and will update you in the case 
of changes. 

I recently read the parable of the boy and the butterfly for the first time. It goes something like this. 

Once a boy who loved bugs found a caterpillar,  took him home and made a home for him.  He observed this 
caterpillar nonstop making sure it had food, water, and a place to rest.

One day the caterpillar created a cocoon... he would go through a metamorphosis and become a butterfly. The boy 
was thrilled and could not wait for the butterfly to emerge. 

One day, a small hole appeared in the cocoon and the butterfly started to struggle to come out. The boy was thrilled. 
But when he noticed the butterfly was struggling so hard to get out and it looked like the butterfly wasn’t going to be 
able to break free.

The little boy was so worried for the butterfly that he decided he had to help. He quickly got a small knife and 
carefully slit open the cocoon to make the hole bigger and the butterfly quickly emerged!

But the butterfly had a swollen body and small shriveled wings. The little boy sat and watched the butterfly expecting 
that, at any moment, the wings would dry out, get bigger and expand to support the swollen body. 

It never happened. The butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and shriveled wings.

What the boy never understood was that the struggle to break free from the cocoon was good for the butterfly. 

Aim Higher application open 
again on June 1. 

Over the last year you have likely heard a lot of people 
talking about learning loss due to Covid.  I am not only 
worried about learning loss from students missing school 
but also loss of socialization skills and even loss of the 
joy that comes from being together. 

Our Spring standardized test period recently closed and 
as a school and our average student growth was above 
the national average for growth. This shows that the in 
person model we have implemented has worked to 
prevent massive learning loss.  We do have individual 
students who did not meet every single growth goal and 
summer learning loss is a real thing.  As we enter 
summer, there are some small steps parents can take to 
ensure their students are set up for success next year.   
Here are a few suggestions I have for you,

Be part of a club
Education and socialization happen not just at schools 
but in clubs.  Sign your children up for a sports team, a 
dance team, a creative group, a volunteer group, or a 
camp.

Read everyday
The students who come back from summer having read 
will outperform those who chose not to read in the 
summer.  It is okay for some reading to be easy and 
purely fun.  As adults we read for fun and not just 
reading growth so kids should too.  The most important 
thing this summer is to have students read something 
that helps them enjoy reading.  

Get Creative
Kids love to build design and create.  They could invent 
games, build structures, create a book.  All sorts of 
creative activities engage the mind.  

Spend time together.
This may be obvious but we can also forget the big 
picture here. Kids that have loving families and 
connections and are cared for do better

Find a way to do math.
Make it fun. Talk about Math when cooking, buy a game 
that involves addition or multiplication, talk about math in 
daily lifee.  

Online Learning 
Get their IXL password and try other online learnnning 
games. All of our K-4 students have an IXL account and 
teachers can send you info to login.  While screentime 
might not be on your list, if students are going to play 
games, why not educational games?  Online learning 
games like teach your monster to read and prodigy math 
are very popular in our classrooms.  

Check next year’s Calendar.  Click here.
We already know what days we will be out of school next 
year.  Plan your next vacation around school breaks.  
Students who miss less days of school do better in school.  
The more your vacations can work around this calendar 
and keep your children in school - the better they will do.  

St. John’s is looking to hire a 
Kindergarten Assistant.  Do you know 
someone who would be interested?  
Application Details here

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage
https://sjb-school.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/scans@sjb-school.org_20210301_132229.pdf
https://careers.archspm.org/jobs/kindergarten-assistant-teacher/


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Uniform Reminder
Long sleeves under polo should be plain and either 
white navy.  

Leggings may be worn with skirts skorts dresses or 
jumpers.  Leggings are not a substitute for pants.  

As we get to warmer weather - shorts may not be worn 
to Mass - students may change into uniform shorts 
after Mass.  

Happy Birthday!
Gabi L. 5/27

Garage Sale Volunteers Needed
Sign up here

Do you have uniforms you won’t use again? 
Drop them off at the school office and we will 
get them in the hands of another family. 

Church Chat 
Is the opportunity for people adults to speak with Father 
Mike Tix about any question or topic that you would like to 
discuss in a non-judgmental and informal setting.  While 
the original chat sessions were held in each of the three 
towns, now there will be one regularly scheduled session 
for each of the three parishes to come together and meet 
new faces and get together with familiar faces.  Each of 
the regularly scheduled sessions will also rotate between 
the three towns.  The next Church Chat will be on 
Tuesday, June 15, 7-9 pm at Trophy House in New Trier.  
Come to talk, learn, and find out more about Church Chat.  

Announcement from Ms. Simek
SJB Families, I am sad to inform you that I will not be returning 
next school year.  While I have loved my time at St. John’s, I 
live southwest of Faribault and I have accepted a position with 
a shorter commute. I have loved working at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic School. The strong community, parental 
involvement, and wonderful students amaze me each and 
every day.  You have made my first year as a teacher very 
special. Thank you for your support.

Many Blessings,
Ms. Simek

Join us for Graduation Mass - 
Wednesday 6/2 (2pm)

Yearbooks went home today.  Please write student 
names in them if you send them to be signed. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage

