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Next years calendar link

Start thinking about summer 
education - schools see a summer 
slide in learning.  How can you make 
sure this does not happen.  

May 14th 
NO BUS

This Sunday we will celebrate Sister Noel’s Golden Jubilee 
at the 10am St. John’s Mass.  This is a celebration of Sister 
Noel’s 50 years in her vocation.  26 of these years have 
been in Vermillion.  

I am sure you agree this is an incredible commitment.  We 
are fortunate to have Sister at St. John’s.  I hope you will 
come out and celebrate this great woman with us on 
Sunday.

St. John’s school is very lucky to have staff with a 
longstanding history at our school.  Of course we have 
Sister Noel.  Sister Navya has been at our school for 17 
years.  Miss Therres is in her 23rd year teaching at St. 
John’s and Mrs. Huneke is in her 21st year teaching at our 
school.  

We are blessed to have so many devoted to our community 
for this time period.  Nearly 50% of teachers leave the 
profession in the first five years.  I have worked at a number 
of Catholic schools and know that while you will sometimes 
find teachers who have worked 20+ years, having four in 
such a small community is not the norm.

I am grateful for everyone who works at St. John. We have 
some others like Mrs. Allen and Ms. Deb who have been at 
the school for a decade. Mrs. Meyer is a bit newer and Ms. 
Simek, Ms. Klecker, and Mr. Barrett are brand new this 
year. They are all incredible. As are Mr. Wagner, Mr. John, 
Ms. John, and Mr. Aslesen.  I hope that we will continue to 
see long commitments from staff.   I also am so thankful for 
those who have made commitments to our school, whether 
teachers, families, or donors. We truly are blessed in this 
regard.   

- Paul  

Letter idea 
Importance of Sleep, adichie single story

Bingo Fun Day by Chairwoman Kristy Meyers 

We are SO excited to bring back BINGO FUN DAY this year 
and we need your help! As always, our school relies on the help 
and participation of our parent volunteers and here is your 
opportunity! Please consider signing up to help at this event by 
clicking on the link below. Students in grades 4th and above can 
help run games, and I encourage any St. John’s alumni to come 
help out as well. This is a great opportunity for us to showcase 
our school to the community and what better way than 
displaying how dedicated our students and alumni are to St. 
John’s!

Click here to Volunteer. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out via 
email or my cell (651-235-5024). Thank you for your continued 
support of our wonderful school and we’ll see you all at BINGO 
FUN DAY on May 16th!

Not accepting Over the Counter 
Covid Test. We are not accepting these tests for 
SJB exclusions. We were advised that they do not 
have the same level of accuracy. Please do not get an 
over the counter test if you need your student tested to 
return to school.

The other day I was working on a 
number of projects I need to get 
done for the school.  The end of the 
year is a pretty busy time with 
renewing work agreements, 
preparing accreditation reports, 
interviewing for our fourth grade 
position.  On top of what a regular 
day entails.  (Do I need to say all of 
this).

I looked out the window and it was 
bright and sunny.  Two of our 
classes had earned class parties 
and were running around playing.  

I stopped everything I was doing to 
go outside and play.  I chased 
some students, I threw a tennis ball 
with some boys, and I enjoyed 
seeing their teachers interact with 
them in a way that was pure fun.  

We need this.  When it happens, it 
is important to enjoy it.  Don’t let 
these moments pass you by.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0
94ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage

SJB 3rd and 4th graders rocked the Mankato Science Fair 
Our students took 1st place in Biology, 2nd place in 
Behavioral Science, 2nd place in Chemistry and 3rd place in 
Chemistry. Great job Maddie, Henry, Morgan, and Braeden.

Preschool PE

Now accepting Bingo Silent Auction Donation Items

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EAAAD28A0F58-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Uniform Reminder
Long sleeves under polo should be plain and either 
white navy.  

Leggings may be worn with skirts skorts dresses or 
jumpers.  Leggings are not a substitute for pants.  

As we get to warmer weather - shorts may not be worn 
to Mass - students may change into uniform shorts 
after Mass.  

Happy Birthday!
Leo Y. 5/7
Ms. Rother 5/11
Rory D. 5/12
Sister Navya 5/12

May 14th NO BUS

https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/sel-best-predictor-of-school-s
uccess-covid-edition

5/24 at 4pm

Research Demonstrates that SEL Skills are better predictors of 
school success than IQ, class rank, or achievement! How are 
our students faring with SEL skills, given all of the changes and 
losses they experienced during COVID? This session will 
explore social and emotional learning, a skill set that is 
foundational in learning and life. Standards and benchmarks 
from the MN Dept. of Education will be reviewed. Participants 
will better understand the 5 areas of SEL skills and how to 
develop lagging skills in the areas of self-awareness, 
self-management, social awareness, relationship skills, and 
responsible decision making.

Dr. Jules Nolan Parent Session: Technology 
and Social Media: The use of social media and 
technology is one of the most popular areas of concern 
for parents of children and adolescents.  How much is 
too much? How do we keep our kids safe online? What 
about the constant social comparisons? This session will 
focus on the latest research on use of social media and 
technology. It will also help us understand the 
relationship between brain development and what drives 
the need to feel connected online. Parenting tips will be 
offered.  Click here to sign up (5/5 or 5/18 at 7pm)
 

Parish Business Administrator - From Father Mike Tix

I am excited to announce that our tri-parish community has hired Katie Werner 
as Parish Business Administrator.  Katie will begin as Parish Administrator on 
June 1st, to allow for a month’s time of working with Rhonda Rother before her 
retirement on June 30th to allow for a seamless transition.  Originally from Belle 
Plaine, Katie is married to Beau Werner (Charlie Werner’s son and Viola 
Werner’s grandson) and lives in Hastings with their one-year daughter Isla.  
Katie has an Associate’s Degree from Normandale Community College in 
Bloomington specializing in the area of Communications.  Prior to this position, 
Katie worked at Rivertown Eye Clinic in Hastings where she organized the work 
of the clinic and its doctors, including work in the area of finance.  Katie will do 
a great job for us!  Among Katie’s interests are time at the family cabin, time 
with family and friends, and Winnie their family dog.  Katie is very much excited 
about taking on this position and serving our parishes and school.  I hope that 
you will greet Katie and welcome her into our community as you have the 
chance to meet her.  Welcome to Katie!

Katie’s hiring comes as the result of a process that began in January.  As part 
of that process there was a Search Team that involved Jessica Beissel, Paul 
Dieltz, Samantha Endres, Kent Otte, and Greg Ries.  Over the past week, this 
team reviewed the 16 applications we received for the position, and 
participated in many interviews that led to their making a hiring 
recommendation to me.  I want to thank each member of the Search Team for 
their many hours of service in this process.  Know that your efforts are 
important and appreciated in helping us work together in hiring Katie.  Thank 
you to our Search Team for your time and commitment to our tri-parish 
community!

Our Book Fair will be open for 
in-person shopping for 2 days!!

Friday May 14th  2:30-4
 Sunday May 16th  11-2 (During Bingo Fun Day)

Shop Online: If in person shopping does not work for 
your family you can still shop  by visiting our Book Fair 
online! You can shop over 6,000 products — and all 
orders ship direct to your home (with free shipping on 
book-only orders over $25*)!  Online shopping is open 
now through May 22nd.
All purchases made during the Fair will bring our 
school 25% in rewards.

Visit our Book Fair homepage to learn more and our 
link for online shopping: 
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stjohnbaptistschool

Garage Sale Volunteers Needed
Sign up here

https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/sel-best-predictor-of-school-success-covid-edition
https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/sel-best-predictor-of-school-success-covid-edition
https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/parenting-technology-and-social-media
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ba4ac22a3fd0-sjbgarage

