
SJB News & Notes
Christian Virtues.    21st Century Learning.   Service.

651-437-2644 sjb-school.org

Live in today not tomorrow

Letter idea 
Importance of Sleep, adichie single story

I recently read the parable of the boy and the butterfly for the first time. It goes something like this. 

Once a boy who loved bugs found a caterpillar,  took him home and made a home for him.  He observed this 
caterpillar nonstop making sure it had food, water, and a place to rest.

One day the caterpillar created a cocoon... he would go through a metamorphosis and become a butterfly. The boy 
was thrilled and could not wait for the butterfly to emerge. 

One day, a small hole appeared in the cocoon and the butterfly started to struggle to come out. The boy was thrilled. 
But when he noticed the butterfly was struggling so hard to get out and it looked like the butterfly wasn’t going to be 
able to break free.

The little boy was so worried for the butterfly that he decided he had to help. He quickly got a small knife and 
carefully slit open the cocoon to make the hole bigger and the butterfly quickly emerged!

But the butterfly had a swollen body and small shriveled wings. The little boy sat and watched the butterfly expecting 
that, at any moment, the wings would dry out, get bigger and expand to support the swollen body. 

It never happened. The butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and shriveled wings.

What the boy never understood was that the struggle to break free from the cocoon was good for the butterfly. 

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2011/1
0/case-haunted-golf-club

Happy Birthday!

July 28 Max K.
July 30 - Deacon K.
August 2 - Ruth O
August 3 - Henry H. 
August 4 - Alex W.
August 4 - Harvey K.

Principal’s Corner
I am thrilled to announce that we have hired a number of 
teachers in the past two weeks.  We are very blessed to have 
some new stars joining our amazing team.  All three of our 
new teachers are first year teachers who either just finished 
or are about to finish their Masters degrees.  Many of you 
met our new fourth grade teacher Ms. Ehlers at our bubble 
party.  Ms. Mary Miles will be our 3rd grade teacher and Ms. 
Katie Lovicott will be our music, physical education, art, and 
STEM specialist.  We also recently added Mrs. Polly Bauer 
as our Kindergarten assistant.  Mrs. Bauer has over 18 years 
of experience as a preschool teacher and director.  See page 
two of this newsletter for introductions from our new 
additions. 

We had an amazing turnout for our summer programming.  
I am so proud of how our first summer went.  So many 
families signed their children up for a week and then were 
met at the dinner table with their children begging to come for 
another week and another.  By the end of the summer, Ms. 
Deb was calling our teachers to find extra adults to serve all 
the children who wanted to come.  Our amazing teachers 
and staff are the reason for this success.  Thank you to all 
who attended and supported us.  

We have continued to update our building.  Since summer 
began we have put up a fence, installed a new bottle filler, 
replaced flooring in two classrooms, and painted the door 
frames.  We are planning updates for next summer to keep 
the building as up to date as possible for our learners.  

I know many of you are waiting to see our 2021 return to 
school plan especially as Covid is back in the news again.  
This plan will be coming to you shortly.  We had an incredibly 
successful year last year and we appreciate the opportunity 
to add to this success.  Our goal is to be in person safely 
educating your children.  We are striving to have even less 
exclusions this year and to provide the most conducive 
learning environment.  We have begun to receive some 
guidance this week..  Please be patient as we work prudently 
to make the best decisions with both the safety of our 
students and their academic growth as our foremost goals.  I 
hope you see our success from last year as an indicator that 
we are committed to getting this right.  Know that I am happy 
to take your calls and emails and hear your hopes and 
concerns.  

- Paul

Click here to Follow 
SJB on Instagram 

Assessment Week
We will assess K-4 students during the week of 
August 23rd.  This is a chance for teachers to 
prepare for their first weeks of instruction by 
knowing each students unique needs.  This is also 
your chance to come meet the teacher, drop off 
your school supplies, and fill out any office forms.  
Preschoolers will not be assessed but will have a 
chance to come and meet the teachers.  Signups 
are coming soon!

Please make sure you have filled 
out the T-shirt order form and 
volunteer information form that 
were emailed home.  If you need a 
new copy let the office know.

Bishop Cozzens will celebrate 
Mass with us at the first school 
Mass on 9/1 at 9am.  We hope 
you can join us.  

AIM Higher Financial Aid 
applications Due 8/6.

Click here to see the at a 
glance and much more 
detailed srollable calendar 

Jan 24 and 28 change

https://www.instagram.com/sjb_vermillion/
https://www.instagram.com/sjb_vermillion/
https://sjb-school.org/calendar/
https://sjb-school.org/calendar/
https://sjb-school.org/calendar/


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Uniform Reminder
Long sleeves under polo should be plain and either 
white navy.  

Leggings may be worn with skirts skorts dresses or 
jumpers.  Leggings are not a substitute for pants.  

As we get to warmer weather - shorts may not be worn 
to Mass - students may change into uniform shorts 
after Mass.  

Hello! My name is Katie Lovicott and I could not be more excited to be 
working as the Specialist Teacher for St. John the Baptist Catholic School 
this year! I received my teaching license in Elementary Education through 
St. Mary’s University of Minnesota in May and have spent my summer 
teaching music in a summer school program in Burnsville. I am greatly 
looking forward to sharing my love of music, fitness, and The Lord with this 
incredible community. 

A little bit about me: I grew up in Wisconsin and graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin - Madison (On Wisconsin!) where I studied 
Psychology and Spanish before moving to Minnesota about three years 
ago. After graduating from undergrad, I spent four wonderful years working 
in childcare with various age groups. I have adored my time getting to know 
my new home, and aside from teaching, I love spending time with my dog 
and my family, relaxing in my favorite coffee shops, and working up a sweat 
at the gym. I cannot wait to begin this school year and get to know all of the 
amazing members of this community!

Hello students and families! My name is Mary Miles. I am very excited 
to teach third grade at St. John the Baptist Catholic School this year. I 
received by B.A. in elementary education and English from Hamline 
University in the spring of 2020, and I am now only one course away 
from finishing my masters in education. 

Last spring, I student taught in a kindergarten classroom and I loved it! 
The day after student teaching ended, I began subbing in a variety of 
different classrooms between kindergarten and high school. I found that 
third grade was my favorite! Some of my favorite hobbies include 
kayaking, knitting, running, drawing and painting. I am looking forward 
to getting to know all of you this year! 

Hello to the families of SJB school. My name 
is Polly Bauer.  I will be working as the 
Kindergarten assistant at SJB this year!  I 
have a MN teaching license in Early 
Childhood Education and over 18 years of 
experience in preschool classrooms, including 
seven years at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 
Hastings as the preschool director and four 
year old preschool teacher.

I am very excited to meet the students and 
families at SJB.  I am also excited that I will 
have a grandson in the three year old 
preschool class and another in kindergarten!


