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Principal’s Corner
Yesterday was an exciting day for St. John’s.  Three of our 
students were baptized at school Mass.  Baptism is the first 
sacrament in the Catholic faith.  It represents death and 
rebirth and the cleansing of our sin.  It also unites us as the 
Body of Christ.  What a joy to have three students share in 
this important sacrament.  

I had a great break.  I got to spend some extra quality time 
with my wife.  I also got to read nonstop which is my favorite.  
I am so excited to be back.  Break is nice but working at St. 
John’s gives my life so much meaning.  Working with our 
amazing staff to help students become the best versions of 
themselves drives me to do great work every single day.

Returning students need to enroll for next year by January 
14th in order to hold their spot and apply their registration fee 
to tuition.  Some of our classes are looking full already so I 
hope you are planning to return and will complete your 
enrollment quickly.   New students can apply now and will be 
accepted on January 28th based on our priority list.  

Thank you to all our recent amazing volunteers.  We had a 
great turnuout for Christmas caroling and appreciate 
everyone who walked with students and made cocoa.  Thank 
you to our Handymen and Handywomen volunteers for their 
incredible work.  The work they did on the first day of break 
was immense.  Thank you also to our volunteer electricians 
who installed new LED lights in six classrooms over break. 

- Paul

Coming up:  
January 7 - K-4 Christmas Parties 
January 17 - No School MLK Day
January 28 - No School - Staff Inservice
January 30 - Catholic Schools Week Mass 10am - 
Pancake Breakfast at school 11am
January 31 - Science Fair
February 1 - Science Museum comes to SJB
February 2 - K-4 Skateville Field Trip
February 3 - SJB Art Show
February 4 - All School Bingo

 

Try a lesson where kids struggle in a new way.  
Kids will struggle and we want them to struggle.
It is in resolving the dissonance that students learn 

(This is a newsletter)

When they struggle new neural pathways get laid down.
Have you had an experience where they don’t remember?  It is 
because they never learned it.  

Volunteer Opportunities

https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/c
ommunity-testing.jsp

Splash Learn

Calendar Error - Pizza.  
Sorry our Calendar did not match out Pizza Signup.  
Please change your calendars.  
Pizza schedule is 
Jan 3 & 24 Cheese
Jan 10 & 30 Pepperoni

Preschool tops requiredCatholic Schools Week

Minnesota’s Energy 
Assistance Program
This year, Minnesotans can access greater financial assistance and newly expanded protections to keep their homes warm and lights on through Minnesota’s Energy Assistance Program and Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule.

More Minnesotans than ever qualify for the Energy Assistance Program. In 2021, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, which operates the Energy Assistance Program, has over $130 million in federal funding, with more expected this fall, to help more Minnesota households. The Energy Assistance Program helps Minnesota 

households pay for current and past-due bills for electricity, gas, oil, biofuel and propane, emergency fuel delivery, and repair/replacement of homeowners’ broken heating systems, and could also cover water and sewer bills.

What is the Energy Assistance Program

● The Energy Assistance Program (EAP) is a federally funded program
● Grants are paid directly to your energy provider, or utility company, for your bill.
● Grants range from $300 - $2,000
● Grants are available to renters and homeowners.
● Grants are based on energy cost, household size, and income.
● Grants may be given to households with income at or below 60 percent of the state median income.

How can it help?

● Payment of energy bills.
● Payment of water/wastewater bills.
● Help with utility disconnection or fuel deliveries.
● Education on the efficient and safe use of energy.
● Advocacy with energy suppliers and human service providers.
● Repair or replacement of homeowners' broken heating systems.

For more information and how to apply, visit https://mn.gov/commerce/consumers/consumer-assistance/energy-assistance/.

I struggled in middle school as middle 
schoolers often do.  During that struggle I 
asked my 8th grade math teacher why I 
needed to know what we were learning in 
math.  He replied that I needed to know this 
so I could succeed in ninth grade.  This is 
something educators say sometimes and 
this line of reasoning is extremely unhelpful.  
I too have said unhelpful things when I 
wanted to move past a students question 
and onto a lesson.  

The idea expressed is easy to believe.  In 
fact in education we talk about scope and 
sequence.  You can’t understand fractions 
without understanding division.  You can’t 
understand division without understanding 
multiplication.  You can’t understand 
multiplication without understanding 
addition.  You need 8th grade to do 8th 
grade.  

Yet the struggle to know why we are doing 
this is greater.  Yes we learn one 
prerequisite topic to move onto the next.  
The purpose however is about so much 
more than getting to the next level.  The 
purpose is to know more about the world 
that God created.  By understanding the 
pieces of God’s world we can put them 
together to make a whole.  In the end our 
understaning will pale compared to God’s 
reality.  Yet also in the end this 
understanding will allow us to fulfill God’s 
purpose for us.  

“Unity of knowledge”

We loved caroling around Vermillion before 
Christmas Break.  Thank you to all of our 
volunteers who walked with and who served hot 
cocoa.  Thank you also to  all the wonderful 
Vermillion businesses for hosting us and for 
treats.  

Congratulations Elenore, Max, and Linden on 
your Baptisms!

At Home Tests
We are now accepting at home Covid tests for students who 
are excluded.  We know it is hard to get an in-person test and 
that no one wants to send their child to school and get others 
sick.  Please use BD Veritor or Binaxnow tests if you are testing 
at home.  The school does have some at home tests available 
if you are having a hard time acquiring one.

https://mn.gov/commerce/consumers/consumer-assistance/energy-assistance/
https://mn.gov/commerce/consumers/consumer-assistance/energy-assistance/


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Happy Birthday!
Henry G. 1.6
Declan 1.9

Schulze scholarship now open
The Schulze Family Foundation is once again offering the 
Schulze Early Learning Grant to Pre-Kindergarten students 
who are in their final year before kindergarten. This 
scholarship is meant for middle-income families, to help 
support a pre-kindergarten student in Catholic education. 
There is no deadline for this scholarship, as scholarships are 
awarded on a rolling basis. The earlier you apply, the better 
chance you have of receiving assistance for the 2022-2023 
school year. Click here.  

Thank you handymen and handywomen volunteers.  
We built desks for multiple classrooms, delivered 
desks to three other Catholic schools, took down 
shelving in preschool and mounted preschool 
cubbies.  We appreciate all our amazing helpers.  

Six classrooms got new high efficiency LED lights 
over break.  Check out these amazing before and 
after pictures.  Thanks to the Catholic Community 
Foundation for your financial support with this 
project. 

We could not have finished this work without 
amazing electrician volunteers Roger Lucking, Matt 
Lucking, Nick Kohn, Kevin Landsberger, Max 
Baldwin, Andy Storkamp, and Mark Siebenaler.  
Thanks Earl Wagner for helping organize this great 
group.

Catholic United 
Raffle Information

Hi, RAFFLE time. This year the 
Catholic United Raffle runs from Friday, 
January 14, 2022 through Sunday, 
February 27, 2022. Please encourage 
family and friends to purchase tickets.  
They have a chance to win a FORD 
EcoSport, a television, a resort 
getaway or gift cards.  

Please be sure to fill in all the 
information the ticket requests.  Make 
sure to put St. John the Baptist - 
Vermillion.  This gives the school credit 
for the sale. Each Ticket is only $5.00. 
The school receives all money from the 
tickets. 

Students will also have chances at 
winning prizes, through Catholic United 
Raffle and through the school. Top 
selling students can win a tuition 
reimbursement prize up to $500. At our 
school, students can win a special hat 
made by Mrs. D, a backpack, a free 
dress pass, a donut, or a handful of 
treats.  
 
Each student will start off with 20 
tickets. Once the tickets are sold, turn 
them and the money into the school. 
Call or email the school office and let 
us know how many more tickets you 
want.  We will send them home with 
students.  Tickets must be turned in on 
Tuesdays to be in on the weekly school 
drawing. 

All tickets must be returned to the 
school by March 1st. If you choose not 
to sell any tickets, return them to sell as 
soon as possible. The school is 
responsible for all tickets -- sold or 
unsold. 

Any questions, please email or call the 
school office, 651-437-2644.

Thanks

At home testing is 
allowed

What a great Christmas Concert.  Our students 
did terrific and we all appreciate the effort put in 
by Ms. Lovicott.
Click here for the entire photo album of 
Christmas Concert, Caroling, and Preschool 
Nativity Play.  

Click Here to Watch our Christmas 
Concert

Do you know a family that would be great for 
SJB?  New families can apply now and will be 
accepted on the 28th.  Please have them reach 
out to the office before January 28th 

https://www.schulzefamilyfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommunityFoundationMN/?__cft__[0]=AZVi3t4O-KMI8IHYRH2wR5dySV0Vj8MfIaKV7O3q08W0oZQKlXvKI3EbQRJFpzpi1w14WOcjMVJ6iABqPx6iwGVZbZmVi-8PgDZ9vUwHyAE-2K-FAgi_KoJE4MevtfrtJdo&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommunityFoundationMN/?__cft__[0]=AZVi3t4O-KMI8IHYRH2wR5dySV0Vj8MfIaKV7O3q08W0oZQKlXvKI3EbQRJFpzpi1w14WOcjMVJ6iABqPx6iwGVZbZmVi-8PgDZ9vUwHyAE-2K-FAgi_KoJE4MevtfrtJdo&__tn__=kK-R
https://sjb-school.org/photo-gallery/sjb-2021-christmas/
https://sjb-school.org/photo-gallery/sjb-2021-christmas/
https://sjb-school.org/photo-gallery/sjb-2021-christmas/
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistvermillion/videos/298887058796469
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistvermillion/videos/298887058796469

