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Principal’s Corner

Coming up:  
March 11 - Stations of the Cross 2:40
March 11 - Library
March 11 - Hot Lunch
March 14-18 No School - Spring Break
March 21 - First day of Math Club and Cross Country
March 22 - Home and School Volunteer Meeting 6pm
March 25 - Stations of the Cross 2:40
March 25 - Stations of the Cross 2:40

 

One thing we all crave is acknowledgement that we are 
working hard, doing our best, and doing what we have 
been asked.  This is true of me and I am sure it is true of 
you as well.  I think it is even more true for our students.  

Our students deserve a lot of praise.  They really are terrific 
and we are lucky to be a part of this community with them.  
When I say we should praise them, I don’t mean praise 
them for no reason.  Undeserved praise is not helpful.  
Students know it is not genuine and it does not encourage 
them to act in the way we want.  

Praising the behavior we do want to see is very important.  
Good teachers know that instead of yelling at a student 
who is misbehaving it is often a better strategy to publicly 
praise a student who is meeting or exceeding expectations. 
Where we show our attention matters. This encourages that 
student to keep striving.   The misbehaving student will 
hear this praise and likely try to emulate the student who is 
doing well.  Eventually if all we do is complain to the 
students who are not doing what we like they will tune us 
out.  That does not mean we never call out misbehavior.  It 
means it does not need to be our primary focus.   

We can praise so many small things.  At school we can 
praise students who walk down the hall patiently and 
safely.  Some of you might think those students should just 
behave like that and we should not have to praise them for 
doing what they should do.  When we praise them we will 
get more of what we praise.  Praise works at getting more 
of the result we want.  

Sometimes this praise needs to be bigger.  If your child has 
been struggling with a certain behavior you want to give it 
big praise when they succeed.  That means praising them 
in the moment but also finding a private time after the fact 
to get down on their level, make eye contact, and praise 
them again.  

My wife is an expert at training dogs.  When she teaches 
one of our dogs a new trick and they get it right they get a 
treat immediately and a big loud shout of “yes good boy.” 
They get this over the top praise repeatedly until the trick is 
automatic.  Then they still get praise, just not the 
exaggeration.

- Paul

Volunteer Opportunities

Preschool tops required

Positive Cases Last 7 days: 0 PK, 0 Elementary, 0 Adult

Tell them your expectations ahead of time.  And tell 
them many many times.  



Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Happy Birthday!
Frankie 3.6
Sienne 3.9
Clara 3.13

Science Update
2021-22 was the review year for St. John’s 
elementary science curriculum.  Next year we 
will implement our new curriculum from Amplify 
Science.  

I am very excited about a few elements of this 
change.  First, our new curriculum is extremely 
hands on.  Students will do more than read 
about science.  They will dive into experiments 
where they practice and observe.  Second, 
these science units are deep dives.  Students 
stay on a topic for an entire trimester and 
broaden their knowledge of that topic.  For 
example first grade will spend an entire trimester 
learning about Animal and Plant Defenses.  By 
thinking about similar topics for an extended 
time, students can make more and more 
connections.  The third reason I am excited is 
that Amplify involves a strong interdisciplinary 
component.  Students will be asked to do a lot of 
reading, writing, and math data with their 
science work.  This curricular update is being 
funded by the Catholic Schools Center of 
Excellence.  Thank you CSCOE!  Check out 
independent reviews of Amplify by Edreports or 
see the materials at Amplify’s site. 

PARENT SESSION
"Parenting Pitfalls" — March 16, 7 p.m.
As parents, we are happiest when our children are 
happy, performing well at school, and getting along 
with others. When they struggle or stumble, we 
often suffer for them, worry about them, and feel 
compelled to help them through. Sometimes, 
though, well-meaning parents can “help” in a way 
that actually robs their children of valuable 
experiences that are necessary to develop courage, 
conscientiousness and resilience. In this session, 
parents will learn how to avoid some common 
parenting mistakes that can hinder development.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Lost and Found.  Email Mr. D or Mrs. Stelzer to claim.  

Reading Buddies!
Programming the Bee Bots!

https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/amplify-science-2018
https://amplify.com/programs/amplify-science/
https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/parenting-pitfalls

