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Principal’s Corner

Coming up:  
April 22 - Grandparents Day
April 23 -  First Communion 5pm - St. Mathias
April 24 -  First Communion 8am - St. Mary 
April 24 -  First Communion 1pm - St. John 
April 29 -  Library
May 2-6 - Teacher Appreciation Week
May 5 - Rosary

My first grade teacher had a trick.  It was called the wet 
paper towel.  Got a headache - put a wet papertowel on it.  
Are you cut?  Wet paper towel.  Conflict with a classmate?  
Get a wet paper towel and cool down.    

I remember moments as a teacher when I could see the very 
beginnings of a small problem.  Maybe it was the first 
movement in a conflict that would brew throughout the day.  
Or it could have been a misunderstanding from a student 
that would later lead to struggles on a task.  As educators 
and parents we make rapid decisions with students.  
Teachers have a whole group dynamic as well as twenty 
individual dynamics and every small group in between to 
consider as they decide each action.  Choosing to handle a 
problem on one side of the room may mean choosing not to 
give an explanation on the other side of the room.  Parents 
are parenting while making decisions about family, house, 
and work.  Monitoring so many situations at once is difficult 
but allows us to see those small problems brewing.  
If you had an open wound you would not just leave it to 
fester.  You might clean it and use a bandage, if it was big 
you might call for surgery, if you were a first grader when I 
was in school the teacher would tell you to put a wet towel 
on it. 
Just like open wounds we should stop small conflicts before 
they fester.   A few might be serious and require something 
akin to surgery.  We might make a big intervention and a big 
deal.  Most simply need a wet paper towel - a simple 
redirection or a friendly tip “Hey I saw that and you might 
consider trying this instead.  Another simply solution is to 
give a gentle nudge.  A nudge can be something small like a 
suggestion or a hint.  A nudge could just be putting the child 
in a new position where they are more likely to succeed.  
The only way we see these small problems is to be on the 
lookout.  Just like we can’t see wounds without looking we 
miss small problems when our focus leaves our 
students/children for too long.  

With students we often wait too long to intervene.  When that 
happens we need to do more surgery and hand out less wet 
paper towels.  

- Paul

Positive Cases Last 7 days: 0 PK, 0 Elementary, 1 Adult

Tell them your expectations ahead of time.  And tell 
them many many times.  

School Strategic Plan Items

Check self before a tough conversation - are you upset and 
anxious - you will bring that with you.   

This Sunday is First Communion for St. John’s second graders.  
First Communion is one of my favorite Masses of the year.  In 
receiving communion, these students will become a member of the 
community in a new way.  We are united in the Body of Christ.  Our 
community is our strength.  I hope you will join us for this 
celebration.  

As Catholics, each Sacrament of initiation invites us into the 
community in new and deeper ways.  In Baptism we receive our 
initial initiation to the community.  As we get older we become a 
deeper member of the community through Communion.  Finally we 
make our own declaration that we choose to be in the community 
through Confirmation.

I suspect it is quite unusual for an elementary school to celebrate 
members of the community receiving all three of these sacraments 
of initiation in the same year.  That will happen this year at SJB.  We 
had some students who were baptized earlier this year and expect 
to baptize at least one next year.  We celebrate First Communion 
this weekend.  And before the year is out, one of our community 
members will receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  

Our students need this sense of community.  They must feel 
connected in order to succeed.  Catholic or non-Catholic we are 
bonded together in this place called SJB.  In a world that is divided 
about so many things we are united in sharing God’s love.  We rely 
and depend on our connections.  

- Paul

the All Saints Music Festival
(ASMF) that is making a return on Friday, May 20
th
. ASMF will again be at Little Log House
Pioneer Village outside of Hastings with Gear Daddies 
as the headline band. AMSF will begin
at 6 pm. This is the fourth ASMF that is a cooperative 
venture that benefits each of our three
parishes as well as St. Joseph in Miesville and St. Pius 
in Cannon Falls. Tickets for ASMF are
available at www.allsaintsmusicfestival.com. Volunteers 
are also needed.

Now hiring – Preschool Teacher
Our preschool is growing and our staff will need to 
grow next year.  We are hiring an additional preschool 
teacher to join our awesome team.  If you know 
someone who is interested please have them see the 
job listing here.   

Summer Programs 
price goes up May 1st.    
The deadline for regular priced summer 
programs is May 1st.  Applications received 
after May 1st will be charged an extra $20 
per week.   If you are turning in at the 
deadline please make sure we know to look 
for your application.  Summer programs are 
for students age 5-11.  Click here for the form 
to return to the office.  

June 20-23 - Vacation Bible School
June 27-30 Bugs and Garden
July 11-14 Farm
July 18-21 Builder
July 24-27 Dinosaur

Bible Talks about Farming - we farm something too

Downsides of talking about 
crushes with kids

Yearbook order form

The second graders had a Lenten Lunch together 
on Holy Thursday.  Miss Therres read parts of the 
Holy Week Gospel.   At certain passages, the 
students ate a small food item that connected to 
the reading (example:  olives when Jesus was at 
the Mount of Olives) bringing a different sensory 
experience to the familiar story.  

Welcome to our new 2022-2023 Elementary 
Assistant: Jane Hayes.  
Hello!  My name is Jane Hayes and I’m happy to be a new 
Assistant Teacher/Classroom Aide at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
School!  I am a 2013 alumna of St. Joseph School in Rosemount 
and am still a parishioner at that church.  I used to be a Vacation 
Bible School Leader and take part in youth mission trips there, 
too.  I double majored in Educational Studies and Psychology at 
the College of St. Scholastica in Duluth, MN, and graduated in 
2021.  I was involved in Campus Ministry there and volunteered 
for mass on Sundays as well.  I am currently finishing up an 
Americorps service term where I serve as a Student Success 
Coach at Black Hawk Middle School in Eagan.
I enjoy working with young people, traveling the U.S., playing 
trivia, cross stitching, and discovering new (or old!) music, 
movies, and sitcoms.  I believe in the values Catholic education 
has to offer, and I’m excited to be a part of this educational team!

https://careers.archspm.org/job/preschool-teacher-5/
https://sjb-school.org/documents/summer-2022-sign-up/


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Happy Birthday!
Lucy 4.20

April - 4.20
Sister Noel - 4.21

Blake 4.22

Science Update
2021-22 was the review year for St. John’s 
elementary science curriculum.  Next year we 
will implement our new curriculum from Amplify 
Science.  

I am very excited about a few elements of this 
change.  First, our new curriculum is extremely 
hands on.  Students will do more than read 
about science.  They will dive into experiments 
where they practice and observe.  Second, 
these science units are deep dives.  Students 
stay on a topic for an entire trimester and 
broaden their knowledge of that topic.  For 
example first grade will spend an entire trimester 
learning about Animal and Plant Defenses.  By 
thinking about similar topics for an extended 
time, students can make more and more 
connections.  The third reason I am excited is 
that Amplify involves a strong interdisciplinary 
component.  Students will be asked to do a lot of 
reading, writing, and math data with their 
science work.  This curricular update is being 
funded by the Catholic Schools Center of 
Excellence.  Thank you CSCOE!  Check out 
independent reviews of Amplify by Edreports or 
see the materials at Amplify’s site. 

Sign up now for SJB summer programs 
Ensure you save a spot and don’t pay a late fee.  Summer 
programs are for students age 5-11.  Click here for the 
form to return to the office.  

Uniform Reminder

PARENT SESSION
"SEL at Home" — April 21, 7 p.m.
Social and Emotional strategies have long been 
known to enhance family life and parenting 
effectiveness. In this session we will talk about what 
SEL strategies are and what they are NOT in relation 
to parenting your children. You will leave with 
concrete strategies to better understand your 
children, to bolster your relationship, and to create a 
calmer home.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

All Saints Music Festival
On Friday May 20, the ASMF will again be at Little Log 
House Pioneer Village outside of Hastings with Gear 
Daddies as the headline band. AMSF will begin
at 6 pm. This is the fourth ASMF that is a cooperative 
venture that benefits each of our three
parishes as well as St. Joseph in Miesville and St. Pius in 
Cannon Falls. Tickets for ASMF are
available at www.allsaintsmusicfestival.com. Volunteers 
are also needed.

Volunteer Opportunities 

We always need hot lunch volunteers and need extra for 
Grandparents Day (4/22 and for )the Family Picnic (5/13)   
If you are interested please contact Jamie Kummer at 
jamiekummer6@gmail.com

Fun at egg hunts!

Now Collecting Building 
Materials for summer program.  
If you save any of these items 
we will take them!
Cereal Boxes 
Paper Towel Rolls
Egg Cartons
String
Squeeze Pouch Caps
Wine Corks

The second graders had a Lenten Lunch together on Holy 
Thursday.  Miss Therres read parts of the Holy Week 
Gospel.   At certain passages, the students ate a small food 
item that connected to the reading (example:  olives when 
Jesus was at the Mount of Olives) bringing a different 
sensory experience to the familiar story.  

Now hiring – Preschool Teacher
Our preschool is growing and our staff will need to 
grow next year.  We are hiring an additional preschool 
teacher to join our awesome team.  If you know 
someone who is interested please have them see the 
job listing here.   

https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/amplify-science-2018
https://amplify.com/programs/amplify-science/
https://sjb-school.org/documents/summer-2022-sign-up/
https://calendly.com/drjulesnolan/sel-at-home-for-parents
https://careers.archspm.org/job/preschool-teacher-5/

