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Thank you for taking the time to
read through the 2022 State of the

School report for St. John the
Baptist Catholic School. The

purpose of this report is to inform all
stakeholders at St. John the Baptist

Catholic School about important
updates and events from the 2021-
2022 school year.  The report also

serves to keep St. John's up to date
with MNSAA credentialing

requirements. 
 
 
 

Introduction

This report has a variety of
information on the school year we

have just completed.   A number of the
items referenced are action items from

our school strategic plan. These
include the development of the school
endowment, increased integration of

preschoolers with elementary
students, growth of afterschool and

summer programming, work towards 
 our next accreditation, updated

science curriculum, updates to report
cards, staff professional development,

fourth grade retreat, and facilities
updates.

 
All of us at St. John the Baptist
Catholic School feel proud and

blessed to have this vocation educating
students from each of our three

parishes and beyond. Thank you for
your support! 

 

Contact
St. John the Baptist Catholic School
111 Main St. West
Vermillion, MN 55085
SJB-SCHOOL.ORG
651-437-2644
office@sjb-school.org
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Our Mission

Our mission is to inspire and
empower all learners to become the

best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating

Christian virtues, 21st century
learning, and service.
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Spiritual Life
Daily Prayer

Students participate in daily school wide prayer
during morning announcements when we pray the

Morning Offering and Angel of God prayer.  
Each class prays before and after meals and

snacks and at the end of the day.
 

Rosary
K-4 students say the Rosary as a whole group every
week in October and May. Our Rosary services are

led by fourth grade students. 
 

Advent Services
Students participate in whole school prayer

services each week during Advent. This year we
held these services on the intercom due to Covid.

 

Stations of the Cross
All K-4 students participate in Stations of the
Cross services each week during Lent. These

services are led by third and fourth grade students
and 2nd grade students assist at the stations. 

 

Weekly Mass
We attend Mass as a whole school every

Wednesday at 9am. Families and parishioners are
always welcome to join. Preschool students attend

once each month. 
 

Graduation Mass
Our end of the year liturgy is a Graduation Mass

which honors fourth grade students who are
moving on from St. John’s. 

 

First Reconciliation
Second graders experience God’s forgiveness and
reconciliation through the Sacrament of Penance.
Teachers work with the pastor to prepare for First

Reconciliation.
 
 
 
 

First Communion
 Students in second grade begin preparing for the
Sacrament of First Communion in January. They
learn about the elements of the Mass and about

the Sacrament of the Eucharist. They receive First
Communion at their home parish and at St. John’s

if they have no home parish. 
 

Catholic Schools Week
A week celebrating our school with fun and
educational activities. It is a fun way for our

students to express their pride for our school and
express our Catholic Identity and parish

commitment to Catholic education. 
 

Service Opportunities 
Our students bring donations throughout the year

including for Hastings Family Service, Toys for
Tots, and the Lewis House. In addition we are

planning to add a whole school service trip.
 

Fourth Grade Retreat 
This year we held our first fourth grade retreat. 
 Our fourth graders participated in a Catholic

leadership retreat led by high school students from
the Academy of Holy Angels.  

 

Baptisms and Confirmation
This year we had three elementary students receive

the Sacrament of Baptism and one staff member
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

 

 
 
 
 

All Saints Day Skit
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Increase in whole school
enrollment from 2019-2020

to 2021-2022

St. John's enrollment grew from 97 students in (2020-2021) to 122 in (2021-2022) We
are preparing for another increase in enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 

The chart above shows enrollment for the past three years and for next year. The
2022-2023 numbers are based on students who have enrolled as of June 1, 2022. 

 

The biggest increases in St. John's 2022-2023 enrollment comes as we increase the
number of available preschool slots and bring in a Kindergarten class that is larger

than our outgoing 4th grade class.  

46%

Enrollment
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Language Arts Update

2021-22 was the implementation year for Believe and Read and Wonders language arts
curriculums in K-4. Believe and Read is powered by the Catholic Schools Center of Excellence
and in partnership with Groves Academy, a national leader in literacy instruction. Believe and
Read is a three-year initiative that brings Groves Academy’s methodology to St. John’s through
outstanding professional development and teacher coaching. Our goal is to ensure that every

student at our school reads at or above grade level. Through this program teachers had a
weekly onsite reading coach this year.  Students participated in a daily 30 minute Believe and

Read lesson.  These lessons are kinetic, multisensory, and phonics based to help students
master the most important early reading skills.  Teachers also completed a course through the

University of St. Thomas on the Science of Reading.  
 

Wonders is one of the highest rated reading curriculums by independent evaluator EdReports.  
Wonders is used by K-4 teachers to cover the Language Arts skills such as vocabulary and

comprehension not targeted in Believe and Read.  

Report Cards
We spent our spring inservice days updating our report cards. Our goal is to make report cards
a better tool between school and home. The purpose of grades is to communicate which skills
students have mastered and which need more work. Often report cards are bad at sending this

type of information. There are simply too many reasons a student gets a B or a 3. Teachers
know what Algebraic thinking means in the Kindergarten and First Grade standards but

parents may not.  Next year our report cards will be very clear on exactly what students know
in comparison to the standards. They will be a tool that parents can use to help students grow.
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St. John's will update our science curriculum for the 2022-2023 school year.  
This curriculum update is financially supported by the Catholic Schools

Center of Excellence and Minndependent.  Our new curriculum, Amplify,
is extremely hands on. Students will explore experiments where they

practice and observe. These science units are deep dives. Students stay on
a topic for an entire trimester and broaden their knowledge of that topic.

For example first grade will spend an entire trimester learning about
Animal and Plant Defenses. By thinking about similar topics for an
extended time, students can make more connections. Amplify also

involves a strong interdisciplinary component. Students will be asked to
engage reading, writing, and math data skills with their science work.   

 
 

St. John's holds an annual Science Fair for our students during Catholic
Schools Week.  Four of our students went on to the Big Bang Catholic STEM
Fair.  Six of our students who went on to the Mankato Regional Science Fair

placed first or second in their category.  
 
 

Hands On Science
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community events
We believe students do best when they

feel the support of the whole
community. We also believe parents are
the primary educators of students.   We
work to provide opportunities for the
community to support our mission.

 
 

Marathon
Students raise pledges and we walk around
Vermillion with families, friends, and staff. 

 

Fall Festival
St. John's Parish holds an annual festival in

September.  St. Mathias holds a festival in August.
St. Mary's hold a sausage supper in October.   

 

Christmas Caroling
On the last day before Christmas break our whole
school goes Christmas Caroling to every business

in Vermillion and enjoys hot cocoa afterwards.
 

Christmas Concert
All Preschool - 4th grade students participate in

our Christmas Concert just before break.
 

All Saints Party
On October 31 we have a party in our parking lot

with free pizza, games, and treats.  
 

Class Parties
Our classes have Halloween, Christmas, and
Valentines Day parties led by room parents.  

 

Art Show
This year we held our first Art Show during

Catholic Schools Week.  
 

Pancake Breakfast
We kick off Catholic Schools Week with a panckae

breakfast after Sunday Mass. 
 

 
 
 

Field Days
Elementary and Preschool have separate field

days where they compete in outdoor activities and
enjoy treats. 

 

Family Picnic
Families join us for hot lunch after Mass.

 

Teddy Bear Picnic
Preschool students parade Teddy bear floats  
 through the school.  Older students and staff
watch and cheer.  A preschool picnic is held  

 afterwards.  
 

Bingo Fun Day
A day of bingo, food, games, and friends. This

event is held in May after a Mass. 
 

Skateville
All Elementary Students go on a roller skating

field trip during Catholic Schools Week.  
 

Pizza Mondays
A parent volunteer serves pizza every Monday at

lunch.  Families may choose to participate.  
 

Hot Lunch
Once or twice per month a group of parent
volunteers serves hot lunch to students on

Fridays.
 

Summer Event
We hold an annual summer event in late July or
early August.  This is a chance to connect in the

summer and engage the broader community.  Last
summer we had a bubble party and in summer

2022 we will host a STEM night.  
 

Grandparents and Special Friends Day
We invite Grandparents and Special Friends to a
school Mass, a meal, and classroom visits on the
Friday before First Communion. All students are

invited to bring a special friend. 
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Afterschool and
Summer Programs

Summer Program
Last summer was our first year offering summer

programs. During the summer of 2022 we will
offer one week of Vacation Bible School and

four weeks of STEM themed summer programs.
As of June 1st 2022 we have enrolled an average
of 39 student per week and expect that number

to grow.  

After School Clubs
This year St. John's tripled after school club

offerings. In the fall and winter we offered Lego
and Spanish clubs and in the spring we offered

Cross Country and Math clubs.  Our average
club size was 27 students.  

We started summer programming and afterschool clubs in 2020-2021 with the
goals of offering more care times for families and more fun forms of academic

enrichment for students.  We plan to continue to grow and refine these programs.  
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NWEA Testing

St. Johns K-4 Students take the MAP NWEA standardized test three times
per year.  NWEA is an online test that adapts questions based on student
performance.  Teachers use the data throughout the year to follow which
skills students have mastered, which need to be reinforced, and which are

ready to be introduced.  SJB teachers received three professional
development sessions on using NWEA data to inform instruction during

2021-2022.  All K-4 students take the reading and math tests.  Third and                    
 fourth graders also take language

usage test. SJB students
outperformed the Spring

National Norms on 11 of 12 tests. 
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Fundraiser Total RaisedGoal

Marathon $26,000 $40,431

School Finance
St. John the Baptist Catholic School is the parish school of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in

Vermillion. As a ministry of the parish, the school receives an annual operating subsidy from St. John’s.

In 2020, St. John’s entered into a partnership agreement with St. Mary in New Trier and St. Mathias in

Hampton to support school operations and maintain a Catholic school presence after their respective

schools closed. Today St. John’s educates students from each of the three parishes and beyond.
 

Tuition provides 31% of the cost to educate SJB students.  The remainder comes from fundraisers and

partnerships with generous donors and organizations.  School operations are supported by an Annual

Fund. The Annual Fund asks supporters of St. John’s School to consider an annual donation to support

school operations beyond revenue.  In the past school year, St. John’s School has been able to establish a

perpetual school endowment with Catholic Community Foundation (CCF) to provide an additional

funding stream in future years. Gifts to the endowment can come in the form of cash or stocks, IRA

distributions, and bequests from a will or estate. All help to support a fund for the sole long-term purpose

of providing the opportunity for a Catholic education and maintain this important value for our tri-

parish community. 
 

We received a number of grants from organizations wishing to help us with special projects this year.

These include an anonymous gift ($15,000) towards furniture updates, an anonymous gift of ($3000) for

new rugs, grants from the Catholic School Center of Excellence ($20,000) and Minndependent ($5,000)

to update our science curriculum, grants from the Catholic Service Appeals Foundation ($1500) and

Peacemaker ($500) to update library materials, and a grant from the Catholic Community Foundation

($5530) to help with the cost of installing new LED lighting.  This year we set records for our Marathon,

Raffle, and Bingo Fun Day fundraisers.  

Raffle $18,000 $22,230

Bingo Fun Day $10,000 $12,392
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We believe that children learn best
when they are in a school that is

well maintained. Keeping our
building up to date protects student

safety and shows students that
school is a valuable place and they

are valuable people. 
 

Last summer we replaced the old
original tile flooring in the first and
second grade classrooms, installed

an additional water filtration
station, and added a fence on the

playground to ensure the
preschoolers' safety.

 

During the 2021-2022 school year
we installed 40 locker sized cubbies

into the preschool classroom,
updated all lighting units in K-4

classrooms to LED energy saving
units, and updated the majority of

our school furniture.
 

This summer we will repave the
blacktop on both sides of the
school, replace the tile in the

STEM room, kindergarten, and
third grade, and paint all K-4

classrooms.  
 

Building Projects
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2022-2023
Accreditation Self Study

St. John the Baptist Catholic School is accredited by the Minnesota Non-
Public School Accrediting Association (MNSAA) on a seven year cycle.  We
intend to continue our accreditation with MNSAA.  Our accreditation visit

will be during the 2023-2024 school year.  In preparation for this visit we
will conduct a school self study during the 2022-2023 school year.  This
study and visit will help us to identify our long term goals and to build a

new strategic plan for the next seven year cycle.  The work of both our self
study and the MNSAA visit is to build on the great work we are already

doing and to identify areas in which we can continue to grow. 
 Accreditation allows us to build the best program for our learners.    
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School Advisory
Council

Home and School
Association

The School Advisory Council (SAC) of St. John the Baptist Catholic School is established to
assist the pastor and the principal in the governance of this parish school.  SAC meets

monthly to discuss topics such as school policy, tuition rates, events, strategic planning, new
programs, and to provide a variety of viewpoints for advising the pastor and principal.  

 

2021-2022 SAC members: Abby Wagner (Chair), Jenny Battcher (Secretary), Dave Beskau
(Trustee), Sam Endres (Trustee), Milinda Lohmann, Renee Kasel, Kate Ries, Kristy Meyers, 

Rachel Franke, and Kristi Juenke

The Home and School Association helps organize St. John's events, fundraisers, and
volunteers.  The purpose of HSA is to help parents and teachers acquire an appreciation for
the ideals of Catholic education,  to promote clearer understanding of the mutual education

responsibilities of parents and teachers, to help implement the mission, philosophy, and
goals of St. John the Baptist School as described in the Parent/Student Handbook, to

undertake fundraising activities to meet the needs of the school as agreed upon by the pastor
and membership, and to organize volunteers and volunteer events to promote the school and

school community.
 

2021-2022 HSA Officers: Sharee Hanson (President), Michael Klassen (Vice President), 
Sarah Kuhns (Secretary).  
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St. John the Baptist Catholic School
111 Main St. W 

Vermillion, MN 55085
651-437-2644

www.sjb-school.org


