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Principal’s Corner
Wow.  We are only one school day away from summer.  
We have had a wonderful year.  Our school grew nearly 
25% this year and we expect to add more students next 
year than we added this year.  Our staff is growing too.  
We completed our first year of Believe and Read.  I love 
seeing our students using their new reading strategies 
when they are looking at books or trying to write words.  
Just ask our K-2 students to tap it out and watch the 
magic happen.  This year we also tripled our after school 
club offerings, continued our summer program, and 
brought back many of the events we had cancelled due 
to Covid.  
Next year you will see that our report cards look different 
and we hope will be  easier to understand.  We will also 
implement our new science curriculum.  Next year is 
important for us because it is our accreditation self study 
year.  We will have our accreditation visit in 2023-2024 
and the self study is a chance for us to look at all of our 
practices and determine the next steps for our long term 
planning.  This study is done by all major stakeholders at 
school.  
I try to make it well known that I consider being the 
principal of St. John one of the greatest blessings of my 
life.  I am honored to work daily with our students.  I am 
inspired by the work of our teachers.  I hope to have a 
positive impact on each and every family.  I believe a 
strong early education and a positive feeling towards 
education is the greatest gift we can give to the next 
generation.  We are successful if they are successful.  
As summer begins I want to remind you that one of the 
greatest sources for happiness and joy for students is 
being in a community where they feel cared for and 
known.  Please carve out time as a family this summer, 
sign your child up for camps or clubs where they can 
connect.  Provide them with chances to be helpers.  
Thank you for the opportunity to serve your children this 
year.  Thank you to the teachers and staff who are the 
frontline at SJB.  You mean more to me than words can 
say. Thank you to families and community members  for 
supporting us, volunteering and attending out events.  I 
look forward to seeing you soon.  

- Paul

Coming up:  
June 3 - Last Day of School
June 3 - 4th Grade Graduation Mass 2pm
July 25 - SJB summer event 5-7pm

My first grade teacher had a trick.  It was called the wet paper towel.  
Got a headache - put a wet papertowel on it.  Are you cut?  Wet 
paper towel.  Conflict with a classmate?  Get a wet paper towel and 
cool down.    
I remember moments as a teacher when I could see the very 
beginnings of a small problem.  Maybe it was the first movement in a 
conflict that would brew throughout the day.  Or it could have been a 
misunderstanding from a student that would later lead to struggles on 
a task.  As educators and parents we make rapid decisions with 
students.  Teachers have a whole group dynamic as well as twenty 
individual dynamics and every small group in between to consider as 
they decide each action.  Choosing to handle a problem on one side 
of the room may mean choosing not to give an explanation on the 
other side of the room.  Parents are parenting while making decisions 
about family, house, and work.  Monitoring so many situations at 
once is difficult but allows us to see those small problems brewing.  
If you had an open wound you would not just leave it to fester.  You 
might clean it and use a bandage, if it was big you might call for 
surgery, if you were a first grader when I was in school the teacher 
would tell you to put a wet towel on it. 
Just like open wounds we should stop small conflicts before they 
fester.   A few might be serious and require something akin to 
surgery.  We might make a big intervention and a big deal.  Most 
simply need a wet paper towel - a simple redirection or a friendly tip 
“Hey I saw that and you might consider trying this instead.  Another 
simply solution is to give a gentle nudge.  A nudge can be something 
small like a suggestion or a hint.  A nudge could just be putting the 
child in a new position where they are more likely to succeed.  
The only way we see these small problems is to be on the lookout.  
Just like we can’t see wounds without looking we miss small 
problems when our focus leaves our students/children for too long.  

With students we often wait too long to intervene.  When that 
happens we need to do more surgery and hand out less wet paper 
towels.  

- Paul

Positive Cases Last 7 days: 0 PK, 0 Elementary, 1 Adult

School Strategic Plan Items

Now hiring – Preschool Aide
Our preschool is growing and our staff will need to 
grow next year.  We are hiring an additional preschool 
teacher to join our awesome team.  If you know 
someone who is interested please have them see the 
job listing here.   

Bible Talks about Farming - we farm something too

Thank you Elizabeth Ottrness and Lindsey 
Bauer

Welcome to our new 3rd grade 
teacher - Madison Wegner.  
Hello! My name is Madison Wegner and I am beyond 
excited to be joining the Saint John's community! I attended 
All Saints Catholic School from Kindergarten to 8th grade. I 
graduated from the University of Minnesota in 2019 with my 
bachelor’s degree and in 2020 with my master’s degree. 
This will be my third year teaching. I also coach gymnastics 
as my part time job. I currently live in Savage, MN with my 
puppy, Benji. I enjoy taking him to the dog park, traveling, 
and spending time with friends and my boyfriend. I cannot 
wait for the school year to begin, and I look forward to 
meeting all of you!

We still have a few summer slots left.  
Summer programs are for students age 5-11.  Click here 
for the form to return to the office.  

Happy Birthday!
]Gavin 5.30
Emery 5.31

Ellie 6.1
Lily B. 6.2

Braeden 6.3
Thank you Elizabeth Otterness and 
Lindsey Bauer for our beautiful yearbook!

https://careers.archspm.org/job/preschool-assistant-2/
https://sjb-school.org/documents/summer-2022-sign-up/


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Uniform Reminder
Volunteer Opportunities 

We always need hot lunch volunteers and need extra for 
the Family Picnic (5/13)   If you are interested please 
contact Jamie Kummer at jamiekummer6@gmail.com

Graduation Mass 
June 3rd - 2pm
Join us in celebrating Addy, 
Alex, John, Harmon, Ethan, 
Henry, and Braeden.  
 

Thank you Officer Chad DeGree and 
his K9 partner, Ozzy, for visiting the second 
grade classroom last week.  Officer DeGree talked about 
his and Ozzy's training for the St. Paul Police 
Department and the two showed the second graders 
what Ozzy can do.  Officer DeGree is a former SJB 
parent and enjoys coming back to talk to the students. 

Congratulations Father on your 30th 
Jubilee!  Father recently celebrated 30 years as a 
priest.  Thank you for the wonderful work you do Father Tix! 

Thank you Deputy Michael Fendrick 
For giving an SJB student a ride home in the police car to 
raise funds for Bingo Fun Day!

Blessed Stanley Relic note from Father: 
A tradition of the church is relics.  Relics can be anything from 
a bone fragment to a fragment of clothing that it associated 
with a saint.  Relics help us to remember our connection with 
the saints as both a source of inspiration as we seek to follow 
in the footsteps of Christ, and as a source of intercession for 
us before the presence of God.  In most altars there is a relic 
to help us remember that we join in prayer to God as one 
family of faith with the saints in heaven.  Something unique to 
our area is Blessed Stanley Rother who has existing family 
ties to our tri-parish community.  Blessed Stanley was a priest 
from Oklahoma who served in Guatemala and died a martyr’s 
death.  Blessed Stanley shows us a modern example of 
someone willing to lay down 

their life for another.  Currently Blessed Stanley is 
in the process of being named a saint.  This past 
week we learned that our tri-parish community 
has had a request approved to receive a first 
class relic of Blessed Stanley.  In the coming 
weeks it is expected that we will receive the relic, 
and soon have it on display in our parishes.


