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Principal’s Corner
Last summer I took the whole summer off from 
sending you newsletters.  We have so much 
happening this summer that I wanted to send you a 
few updates.  I am excited to announce that we have 
hired a new specialist teacher.  Mrs. LoriAnn Myers 
is very qualified to join us.  We also have already 
completed some great updates at school with new 
blacktop, tiling, and painted classrooms.  Thanks to 
Pinebend Paving, Hummingbird Environmental, 
Lawrence Interiors, and Mike Wojahn Painting.    I 
encourage you to read the State of the School Report 
now available on our website.  We are in the middle 
of our first week of five weeks of summer programs. 
Please email the office if you are still interested in 
summer care.

- Paul

Coming up:  
June 27-30 - Bugs and Garden Camp
July 11-14 - Farm Camp
July 17-20 - Builder Camp
July 23-26 - Dinosaur Camp
July 25 - SJB summer event 5-7pm

My first grade teacher had a trick.  It was called the wet paper towel.  
Got a headache - put a wet papertowel on it.  Are you cut?  Wet 
paper towel.  Conflict with a classmate?  Get a wet paper towel and 
cool down.    
I remember moments as a teacher when I could see the very 
beginnings of a small problem.  Maybe it was the first movement in a 
conflict that would brew throughout the day.  Or it could have been a 
misunderstanding from a student that would later lead to struggles on 
a task.  As educators and parents we make rapid decisions with 
students.  Teachers have a whole group dynamic as well as twenty 
individual dynamics and every small group in between to consider as 
they decide each action.  Choosing to handle a problem on one side 
of the room may mean choosing not to give an explanation on the 
other side of the room.  Parents are parenting while making decisions 
about family, house, and work.  Monitoring so many situations at 
once is difficult but allows us to see those small problems brewing.  
If you had an open wound you would not just leave it to fester.  You 
might clean it and use a bandage, if it was big you might call for 
surgery, if you were a first grader when I was in school the teacher 
would tell you to put a wet towel on it. 
Just like open wounds we should stop small conflicts before they 
fester.   A few might be serious and require something akin to 
surgery.  We might make a big intervention and a big deal.  Most 
simply need a wet paper towel - a simple redirection or a friendly tip 
“Hey I saw that and you might consider trying this instead.  Another 
simply solution is to give a gentle nudge.  A nudge can be something 
small like a suggestion or a hint.  A nudge could just be putting the 
child in a new position where they are more likely to succeed.  
The only way we see these small problems is to be on the lookout.  
Just like we can’t see wounds without looking we miss small 
problems when our focus leaves our students/children for too long.  

With students we often wait too long to intervene.  When that 
happens we need to do more surgery and hand out less wet paper 
towels.  

- Paul

Positive Cases Last 7 days: 0 PK, 0 Elementary, 1 Adult

School Strategic Plan Items

Now hiring – Preschool Aide
Our preschool is growing and our staff will need to 
grow next year.  We are hiring an additional preschool 
teacher to join our awesome team.  If you know 
someone who is interested please have them see the 
job listing here.   

Bible Talks about Farming - we farm something too

Thank you Elizabeth Ottrness and Lindsey 
Bauer

Welcome to our new Specialist 
Teacher: Mrs. LoriAnn Myers
Hello! My name is LoriAnn Myers and I am very excited to be the 
new Specials Teacher at St. John the Baptist. I have worked at the 
Church of St. Joseph in Red Wing as a fourth grade teacher and as 
Director of Faith Formation over the past 15 years. Feeling the call 
to be back in the classroom, I worked as a permanent building sub 
at Sunnyside Elementary in Red Wing this past school and subbed 
often in the Specials classrooms. In my free time I enjoy spending 
time with my family, reading, quilting, traveling, making crafts, 
and being outside.  I cannot wait to begin this new journey at SJB!

Happy 
Birthday!

Vicky J - 6/4
OraLynne 6/5
Mallory 6/6

Jackson N 6/6
Henrik G 6/7

Chloe 6/8
Drue 6/9
Abe 6/11

Addy Y  6/14
Levi 6/15

Jack J 6/21
Benny L  6/21

Leyla 6/25
Lucy 6/26

Gwen B 6/26
Sam 6/30

Benny P 6/30

The 2021-2022 State of the School and School Strategic 
Plan are now available on the SJB Website.  Click Here 
to check it out and learn more about our great year 
and our plans for the future.  

Thank you St. Ambrose for donating all the awesome 
decorations for our VBS camp!

https://careers.archspm.org/job/preschool-assistant-2/
https://sjb-school.org/documents/state-of-the-school-report-2022/


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Uniform Reminder
Volunteer Opportunities 

We always need hot lunch volunteers and need extra for 
the Family Picnic (5/13)   If you are interested please 
contact Jamie Kummer at jamiekummer6@gmail.com

Congratulations SJB Graduates; Ethan Simones, Braeden 
Lohmann, Henry Hanson, Addy Roff, Alex Waltman, 
Harmon Wojahn, and John Rother.  We are so proud of you!

Thank you to  Hastings firemen Ryan McGraw and Dean 
Suchy for showing SJB kindergartners their truck and 
driving one home to raise money for Bingo Fun Day!  We 
appreciate all you do for our community.

Welcome to our new School 
Advisory Council (SAC) members: 
Elizabeth Otterness and Jesse 
Starkson. 
 
Thank you both for saying yes!

Jesse has Declan who is in our preschool and baby 
Charlotte.  Jesse runs the Starkson Family Life Celebration 
Chapel in Hastings.  He is a parishioner at SJB.  

Elizabeth has Ruth who is going into first grade, Ruby who 
will be in preschool next year, and twin babies Ames and 
Walker.  Elizabeth helped make our awesome yearbook this 
year and is taking on the Catalog fundraiser next year.  She 
is a parishioner at St. Joe's in Miesville.  

We had a wonderful Field Day.  Special thanks to all the 
volunteers who made this day happen, especially Field Day 
Chair Aaron McPherson.  

Facilities Updates  
Our building updates have been moving quickly.  Pine 
Bend paving updated our blacktop.  Our tile floors were 
taken out of three rooms by Hummingbird Environmental 
and new floors were put in by Lawrence Interiors.  Mike 
Wojahn Painting has started to paint our K-4 classrooms.  

District 200 would like you to opt out of busing if you do 
not plan to use the bus next year.  Click here to opt out.  

https://www.smore.com/42sax-22-23-transportation

