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Principal’s Corner
Intent to continue 
MNSAA accreditation:
St. John the Baptist Catholic School is accredited by 
the Minnesota Non-Public School Accrediting 
Association (MNSAA) on a seven year cycle. We 
intend to continue our accreditation with MNSAA. 
Our accreditation visit will be during the 2023-2024 
school year. In preparation for this visit we will 
conduct a school self study during the 2022-2023 
school year. During this study our staff and school 
advisory council will work through a number of 
questions of best practices at SJB.  St. John’s 
families can also expect to receive a stakeholder 
survey during this study year.  The study and visit 
will help us to identify our long term goals and to 
build a new strategic plan for the next seven year 
cycle. The work of both our self study and the 
MNSAA visit is to build on the great work we are 
already doing and to identify areas in which we can 
continue to grow. Accreditation allows us to build 
the best program for our learners.

- Paul

Coming up:  
July 17-20 - Builder Camp
July 23-26 - Dinosaur Camp
July 25 - SJB summer event 5-7pm

My first grade teacher had a trick.  It was called the wet paper towel.  
Got a headache - put a wet papertowel on it.  Are you cut?  Wet 
paper towel.  Conflict with a classmate?  Get a wet paper towel and 
cool down.    
I remember moments as a teacher when I could see the very 
beginnings of a small problem.  Maybe it was the first movement in a 
conflict that would brew throughout the day.  Or it could have been a 
misunderstanding from a student that would later lead to struggles on 
a task.  As educators and parents we make rapid decisions with 
students.  Teachers have a whole group dynamic as well as twenty 
individual dynamics and every small group in between to consider as 
they decide each action.  Choosing to handle a problem on one side 
of the room may mean choosing not to give an explanation on the 
other side of the room.  Parents are parenting while making decisions 
about family, house, and work.  Monitoring so many situations at 
once is difficult but allows us to see those small problems brewing.  
If you had an open wound you would not just leave it to fester.  You 
might clean it and use a bandage, if it was big you might call for 
surgery, if you were a first grader when I was in school the teacher 
would tell you to put a wet towel on it. 
Just like open wounds we should stop small conflicts before they 
fester.   A few might be serious and require something akin to 
surgery.  We might make a big intervention and a big deal.  Most 
simply need a wet paper towel - a simple redirection or a friendly tip 
“Hey I saw that and you might consider trying this instead.  Another 
simply solution is to give a gentle nudge.  A nudge can be something 
small like a suggestion or a hint.  A nudge could just be putting the 
child in a new position where they are more likely to succeed.  
The only way we see these small problems is to be on the lookout.  
Just like we can’t see wounds without looking we miss small 
problems when our focus leaves our students/children for too long.  

With students we often wait too long to intervene.  When that 
happens we need to do more surgery and hand out less wet paper 
towels.  

- Paul

Positive Cases Last 7 days: 0 PK, 0 Elementary, 1 Adult

School Strategic Plan Items

Bible Talks about Farming - we farm something too

Thank you Elizabeth Ottrness and Lindsey 
Bauer

Welcome to our new Preschool Aide: 
Mrs. Alena Dorman
Hi my name is Alena Dorman and I am so thrilled to join the St. John 
the Baptist Catholic school community. My daughter is looking 
forward to joining preschool this fall as well. My husband and I live 
in Farmington with our three kids Owen (8), Colin (6), and Ellie (4). 
For the last 6 years I’ve been home full time job raising the kids. 
Before that, I worked for 5 years at the YMCA as an assistant to the 
site director for the before and after school care program at Cedar 
Park Elementary in Apple Valley. My family and I enjoy bonfires with 
the neighbors, bike rides, and intense games of corn hole. I look 
forward to meeting everyone this fall!

volunteer for 
STEMsational 
Family Night.  

Click here to signup.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449a4a72eaaf94-summer


Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Uniform Reminder
Volunteer Opportunities 

We always need hot lunch volunteers and need extra for 
the Family Picnic (5/13)   If you are interested please 
contact Jamie Kummer at jamiekummer6@gmail.com

SJB Preschool Room Update
SJB no longer designates preschool rooms for three year olds and four year olds.  
Our preschool rooms are mixed age.  Next year we will have 40 preschoolers per day 
which is 20 per room.  About 30 of our students each day are four year olds.  We 
believe mixing ages will be a great benefit for our students.  Four year olds will have 
a chance to be leaders and three year olds will have a chance to engage with 
students who are able to engage in more collaborative play.  Our preschool's top 
priority is for students to fall in love with school and to be excited to come every 
day.  Preparing for Kindergarten is of course something we think about too.  Last 
year our kindergartners averaged in the 75th percentile in both reading and math.  21 
of 22 kindergartners ended the year above the 50th percentile (average) in reading 
and 20 of 22 ended the year above the 50th percentile for Math.  Our past numbers 
are similar.  This success is due to both our kindergarten and our preschool 
program.  We know our new model will mean some changes for how we meet the 
needs of our students.  We are already planning ways that we will reach students in 
both classrooms.  Still our preschool is a place of fun and practice.  Of course we 
practice things like how to sit in class, how to line up, letters and numbers, how to 
solve problems, and how to follow multi step directions.  Our preschool though is 
about more.  We paint, we play with trucks, we get dirty, we pretend to work at the 
grocery store, the pizza parlor, and the veterinarian station.  While our rooms will 
have a different mix of ages than in the past we are still committed to the spiritual, 
social, emotional, and academic growth of each and every student.  

Happy Birthday!

Vivienne E 7.3
Elliot 7.3
Grant 7.3
Jack K 7.5

Henry K 7.5
Quinn 7.6
Ruby 7.6

Jameson 7.8
Vail 7.13

Teddy 7.15
Carson 7.19
Taylor 7.22
John 7.23

Marcella 7.23
Tommy 7.24

Addison K 7.27
Max K 7.28

Deacon 7.30

SJB Students meet 
Archbishop Hebda at 
Father’s 30th Jubilee.

Chickens Frogs and 
Bubble Painting during 
Insect and Farm Camp.  


