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Principal’s Corner
You have probably heard of a trick old school teachers used.   It 
was called the wet paper towel.  Got a headache - put a wet paper 
towel on it.  Are you cut?  Wet paper towel.  Conflict with a 
classmate?  Get a wet paper towel, put it on your head, sit down 
for five minutes and cool down.    

I remember moments as a teacher when I could see the very 
beginnings of a small problem.  Maybe it was the first movement 
in a conflict that would brew throughout the day.  It could have 
been a misunderstanding from a student that would later lead to 
struggles on a task.  As educators and parents we make rapid 
decisions with children.  Teachers have a whole group dynamic 
as well as twenty individual dynamics and every small group in 
between to consider as they decide each action.  Choosing to 
handle a problem on one side of the room may mean choosing 
not to give an explanation on the other side of the room.  Parents 
are parenting while making decisions about family, house, and 
work.  Monitoring so many situations at once is difficult but 
allows us to see those small problems brewing.  

If you had an open wound you would not just leave it to fester.  
You might clean it and use a bandage.  If it was big you might call 
for surgery, if you were a first grader when I was in school the 
teacher would tell you to put a wet towel on it. 

Just like open wounds we should stop small conflicts before they 
fester.   A few might be serious and require something akin to 
surgery.  We might make a big intervention and a big deal.  Most 
simply need a wet paper towel - a simple redirection or a friendly 
tip “Hey I saw that and you might consider trying this instead.”  
Another simply solution is to give a gentle nudge.  A nudge can 
be something small like a suggestion or a hint.  A nudge could 
just be putting the child in a new position where they are more 
likely to succeed.  

The only way we see these small problems is to be on the 
lookout.  Just like we can’t see wounds without looking we miss 
small problems when our focus leaves our students/children for 
too long.  

With students we often wait too long to intervene.  When that 
happens we need to do more surgery and hand out less wet paper 
towels.  

- Paul

-

Positive Cases Last 7 days: 0 PK, 0 Elementary, 1 Adult

Bible Talks about Farming - we farm something too

Thank you Elizabeth Ottrness and Lindsey 
Bauer

Click here to volunteer at hot 
lunch this year.  

Click here to volunteer to help at 
lunch and recess in August and 
September

Principal’s Corner
-

Missing School?
Is your child going to miss school.  Please email 
office@sjb-school.org or call the office by 8am.  
We can only excuse your absence if we hear 
from you.  Dakota County considers illness, 
quarantines, health appointments, funerals, and 
family emergencies excused absences.  The 
county does require us to report instances where 
K-4 students have excessive unexcused 
absences.  We still like to hear from preschool 
families too so we know what to expect.  

Blue Folders - home today.  
Check the backpack of your oldest child for 
your blue folder.  Friday T-shirts also went 
home in backpacks today.  These shirts can be 
worn on Fridays when there is no Mass.  See 
Dress code for more details.  

Summer reading Bingo
Did your child complete our summer reading 
bingo?  Please send in your sheet by Tuesday.   

Marathon Folders
Marathon folders went home today.  Please see 
the Marathon letter.  The first day that pledges 
are due is September 15th.  Last year we reached 
our pledge goal and broke our record.  Around 
80 percent of our students also reached their 
individual goal of $250 or more.  Thank you for 
your support.  

Cross Country and 
Spanish Club sign ups are 
due Tuesday.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449a4a72eaaf94-hotlunch
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449a4a72eaaf94-hotlunch
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4DADA728A3FE3-sjbrecess
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4DADA728A3FE3-sjbrecess
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4DADA728A3FE3-sjbrecess
mailto:office@sjb-school.org


Happy Birthday!

Eli B. 9/2
Charles W. 9/2

Willa 9/3
Owen 9/4
Claire 9/5

Triston 9/7

Covid Protocols:
- We still ask students to remain out when 

sick.  
- We are not requiring tests to return.  
- We are not requiring students to 

quarantine if they are a close contact.  
- We will inform you if we learn that your 

student is a close contact at school.
- As always parents are welcome to make 

their own decision if they want to 
quarantine or test their students in 
situations when it is not required.  

- The school does have free rapid tests 
available.  Please ask the office if you need 
a test.  

- We continue to follow MDH infectious 
disease guidelines in cases where three or 
more students are positive in the same 
classroom.  (This is no different than 
chicken pox guidelines.  

St. John’s is looking for 
a school nurse.  
This is a shared job with Pine Harbor and 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.  Click here to 
apply.  

SJB Calendar for the Full year Click Here
2nd-4th grade Cross Country Signup Form
Kinder & First Grade Spanish Club Form

Are you planning to visit the cemetery?  
We have recess outside multiple times per day.  Please drive slowly.  
Students are taught to freeze for cars as you drive through but we also 
appreciate you being careful around the children.  

Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the best Christ-centered 
version of themselves by integrating Christian virtues, 21st century learning, and service.

Coming up: 
September 2-5 - No school
September 9  - MN Viking Fan Dress Day (Wear your purple and gold)
September 12 - Catholic United - End of Life Decisions presentation (6:30pm)
September 15 - Picture Day (K-4 and Preschool) - Uniform or Dress your Best
September 16 - Picture Day (MWF Preschoolers) 
September 16 - Hot Lunch
September 20 - Home and School Meeting.  Please join us and sign up to volunteer at SJB
September 25 - St. John’s Festival 11am-2pm.  Mass at 10am

We are looking for a 
volunteer to run kids 
games at the SJB festival.  
Please email pdieltz@sjb-school.org if you 
are willing to help.  

https://www.applitrack.com/HastingsISD/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Health+Services
https://www.applitrack.com/HastingsISD/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Health+Services
https://sjb-school.org/calendar/
https://sjb-school.org/documents/cross-country-fall-22-signup/
https://sjb-school.org/documents/k-2-spanish-fall-22-signup/
mailto:pdieltz@sjb-school.org

