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Principal’s corner

It’s been a fantastic first week of the brand new school 
year!  I love seeing our hallways filled with students 
smiles, energy, and laughter.  Despite the little hiccup at 
the beginning of the week, things have gone smoothly 
and students have adjusted well to their classroom 
routines. It is truly wonderful to have the joyful noise of 
children back in the building!

Our first day was extra special as Fr. Mike blessed our 
new playground, shared a prayer with students and 
staff, and thanked the generous donors who made it 
possible.

We will kick off our Marathon 2026 on Thursday 
afternoon with an all school assembly, sharing some of 
the new and fun prizes and incentives that students can 
earn through their fundraising.  Each student’s goal this 
year is $300 to help our school reach the goal of 
$33,000.  The Marathon will be held on Friday, Oct. 2. 

Our Marathon is about more than just fundraising—it’s 
about service. On Marathon day, students participate in 
service projects that teach them how their time and 
talents make a real difference for our school and 
community. Please check your child’s backpack this 
afternoon for details on how to start seeking pledges!

May you all enjoy the long holiday weekend, relaxing 
and making memories with friends and family!

~ Mrs. McSweeney

“The joy of the Lord is my strength” (Nehemiah 8:10)

Treasury of Catholic Prayers

We are excited to share that Archbishop Bernard 
Hebda has gifted a copy of the new Treasury of 
Catholic Prayers to support our students in their 
prayer life, sacramental growth, and love for the 
Catholic faith. Designed as a personal devotional 
and lifelong companion, this special resource 
contains required archdiocesan prayers, sacred 
art, personal prayers, litanies, and Mass and 
Reconciliation responses. Every student in grades 
2–4 received a complimentary copy this week, and 
students will take their prayer books with them as 
they advance from grade to grade.  Each year, 
rising second graders will receive a copies.  
Additional copies for families wishing to purchase 
extra books will soon be available through an 
online store at a nominal cost.

SJB Family STEM Night
As a reminder, our Family STEM Night 
is tomorrow, January 10, from 5-7pm.  
Join us for:

● STEM Lab Open House and 
Robots

● Chili and Mac ‘n Cheese dinner
● LEGO League demonstrations
● Science Fair Information
● Catholic United Financial 

Raffle Kick-off

We can’t wait to see you tomorrow 
evening!

Your Input and Ideas 
Wanted!
We are just about half-way through 
this school year, and know that many 
of you may have questions about next 
school year and/or questions or ideas 
for our school.

You are invited to “Coffee with the 
Principal” on Thursday, January 22 
from 8:30 - 9:30 am.  This will be an 
informal chat session where you can 
ask any questions you may have, and 
we would also love to hear any ideas 
you have for enhancing or improving 
the programs offered here at school.

If you are unable to make this session, 
and would like to set 
up an individual time with Mrs. 
McSweeney, please email 
pmcsweeney@sjb-school.org.

Volunteers are needed to help supervise lunch and recess 
for our elementary students.  Spring weather looks to be 
here, and what a better way to enjoy it than spending some 
time outside with our students at recess! Sign up for a shift 
using this link. 

🎂 Happy Birthday! 🎂
9/8 Zachary K
9/9 Brock PreK
9/14 Lorna Preschool
9/19 Aidan 3rd
9/21 Miles K
9/21 Ethan K
9/23 Sydney K
9/30 Reese L. 1st

Volunteers Needed
There are two volunteer projects available at school. The 

first project involves creating short readers using the 
school’s printer, while the second involves organizing 
Social Studies Weekly newspapers (take home). Both 

projects are great opportunities for families to get 
involved and start logging volunteer hours.

https://connect.spmcatholicschools.org/announcement/post/coming-soon-treasury-of-catholic-prayers-1sOAttcVrhVczpS
https://connect.spmcatholicschools.org/announcement/post/coming-soon-treasury-of-catholic-prayers-1sOAttcVrhVczpS
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4AA8AA2CABFA7-61545434-sjbk4


St. John the Baptist Catholic School is an enduring community welcoming students to be known 
and loved, to excel academically, thrive spiritually, and lead with generosity and joy. 

What’s coming up?

9/4 No school - Labor Day weekend

9/7 no school - Labor Day weekend 

9/10 first marathon collection day

9/10 picture day

9/11 picture day

9/14 Viking free dress day

9/16 parent back to school night 

9/17 second marathon collection day

We are so 
proud of our 

school and our 
wonderful 

school 
community.  If 
you would like 
to share your 
love of SJB 
with others, 

please leave a 
positive review 
for us on our 

Facebook 
page! 

Winter weather 
school closings

When weather 
conditions require 

Hastings/ISD 200 to 
close school, we will 
notify you of an SJB 
closure through the 
following methods:

● Facebook post
● Instagram post
● Email blast sent 

to all families
● WCCO, KMSP

  

Picture Day Is Coming!
Thursday, September 10th & Friday, September 11th are Picture Days!  This year, all ordering will be done 
online; no forms will be sent home.

Please be sure to order your child’s photos online using the link below:
https://calgarophoto.orderschoolpix.com/119663/ 

For Picture Day, students may “dress their best” or wear their school uniform—whichever you prefer!

Preschool Families:  If your child attends preschool on Monday/Wednesday/Friday, the photographer will be 
here Friday morning to take their picture.

We can’t wait to capture those smiles! 📸

We’ve got the spirit, 
yes we do! 

Did you know that we have an 
online Spirit Wear store?  

Use this link to order your SJB 
gear today and show off your 
school pride!

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistvermillion/reviews
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistvermillion/reviews
https://calgarophoto.orderschoolpix.com/119663/
https://newhypesolutions.chipply.com/stjohnthebaptistcatholicschoolspiritstore/

