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Principal’s corner

Thank you to everyone who helped make our 
Marathon such a success! We were blessed with 
beautiful weather, wonderful parent volunteers, 
and students who served others with joy. You can 
find more details about our Marathon success on 
the next page of the newsletter.

We have a busy couple of weeks ahead at St. 
John’s, beginning with Parent-Teacher 
Conferences tomorrow. Thank you for taking the 
time to meet with your child’s teacher and discuss 
their progress over these first six weeks of school.

On Wednesday, October 21, we are co-hosting a 
screening of Screenagers: Elementary School Age 
Edition. As digital devices become a larger part of 
daily life for elementary students, parents face 
new questions about smartwatches, tablets, and 
screen time habits. This screening and interactive 
Q&A will offer practical strategies and 
research-backed insights tailored specifically to 
younger children. We hope to see you all there!

~ Mrs. McSweeney

“The joy of the Lord is my strength” (Nehemiah 
8:10)

Volunteers are needed to help supervise lunch and recess 
for our elementary students.  Spring weather looks to be 
here, and what a better way to enjoy it than spending some 
time outside with our students at recess! Sign up for a shift 
using this link. 

🚗🎃 We need your trunks! 🎃🚗

Want to make Halloween extra fun for local 
families? Decorate your vehicle and join our 
Halloween Trunk or Treat!

No elaborate decorating skills required—just 
bring your creativity, some candy, and your 
Halloween spirit!

📅 Halloween | 6–8 p.m.
 📍 St. John the Baptist Catholic School

Contact the school office to reserve your spot!

Volunteer Opportunities

K - 4 Lunch/Recess Volunteer Sign Up

Remember to keep a tally of your volunteer hours as 
these will go toward the yearly family requirement. 

Due to safety and liability concerns, volunteers may 
not bring younger children when volunteering

Virtue of the Month:  Trustworthiness

Trustworthiness means acting in a way that inspires 
confidence and trust; being reliable. It is a unique virtue 
because it cannot simply be developed out of a single 
instance or moment. It requires consistency, at both 
school and at home. Acting in a way that inspires 
confidence and trust starts at home.

🎂 Happy Birthday! 🎂
10/1 Oakley         2nd
10/13 Ms. Jane K
10/13 Eleanor W. PreK
10/14 Irelyn PreK
10/18 Philomena 1st
10/20 Nora                    PreK
10/20 Mason Z. K
10/22 Skylar          PreK
10/22 Reese  R.           PreK

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4AA8AA2CABFA7-61545434-sjbk4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4AA8AA2CABFA7-65597880-k4lunch#/


St. John the Baptist Catholic School is an enduring community welcoming students to be known 
and loved, to excel academically, thrive spiritually, and lead with generosity and joy. 

We are so 
proud of our 

school and our 
wonderful 

school 
community.  If 
you would like 
to share your 
love of SJB 
with others, 

please leave a 
positive review 
for us on our 

Facebook 
page! 

Winter weather 
school closings

When weather 
conditions require 

Hastings/ISD 200 to 
close school, we will 
notify you of an SJB 
closure through the 
following methods:

● Facebook post
● Instagram post
● Email blast sent 

to all families
● WCCO, KMSP

School marathon recap

What’s coming up?

10/9 No school - Parent Teacher Conferences 

10/14 No school - CSCOE Summit 

10/15-16 No school - MEA Fall Break

10/21 Screenagers  - 6:30 pm

10/28 Rusalka for Youth opera (K - 4)

10/29 Fall Clubs begin 3:30 - 4:30

10/30 Classroom Halloween Parties

10/31 Trunk or Treat at SJB  6:00 - 8:00 pm

What a beautiful day for our annual Marathon 
for Non-Public Education!

Our day began with a prayer service, followed by 
a walk through the Vermillion community and 

hands-on service projects benefiting the Ronald 
McDonald House, The Sandwich Project, and 

local senior care facilities.

Thanks to our generous community, we exceeded 
our goal of $33,000 by raising $35,488!!

A huge thank you to Mrs. Melissa Fransen and 
our teachers—Mrs. See, Mrs. Fahey, Miss 

Therres, and Miss Jane—for planning such a 
meaningful and successful day of giving back!

Educate
The Educate Household Parent Portal will be an 
important resource for SJB families throughout the 
school year. Through the portal, you will be able to 
conveniently access the school calendar, report cards, 
attendance, assignment information, grades, and 
important school updates—all in one secure location.  
We have emailed each family twice with log in 
directions. 

The portal is also mobile-friendly and easy to access 
from your phone, making it convenient to stay 
connected with your child’s school information 
wherever you are.

What You Can Access Through the Parent Portal

● Centralized Access: View important student 
information, including daily attendance, 
assignment tracking, grades, and report cards, 
all in one place.

● Direct Communication: Receive important 
announcements and updates from SJB, 
including school closures, grade updates, and 
attendance notifications, through your 
preferred contact method.

● Easy Mobile Access: Check school and student 
information conveniently from your phone, 
tablet, or computer.

We will continue to email a school calendar each 
month as well. Please note that the emailed calendar 
will need to be printed at home if you would like a 
paper copy.

If you have any trouble accessing the Educate Parent 
Portal or have questions about using it, please email or 
call Adrienne at 651-437-2644.

2026 Fall Clubs
K-1st Grade - Japanese Club: A Fun Adventure in Japan!

2nd, 3rd & 4th Grades  - Puzzle & Game Club
*Be on the lookout for the permission slips*

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistvermillion/reviews
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistvermillion/reviews

